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Bellat mine and. Baronius, but Tome Proteſtants alſo, as Fuller in 
his 24ſcellanea. Sac. 1.2. c.9.! whgundertakes. to: prove th 

Chriſtians had their Chorches,or,,Teaples built, even; in th 
days of the Apoſtles: And, goon SPRRnty AMecde, who hath 
largely handled this -Subje-in's Treatiſ >» Ph 

ces fur Chriſtian Worſhip, both in, and ever ſince the Apoſtles time. 
Both: theſe ſtate and maintain the. Queſtion. as they $0,08 
light their Candles at their Tofehes, In this Controverhe our 


Adverfaries take the: Word. izzayde, (which we render, 


when taken for a Religious Aſlembly,. -by -the word Chia 
from wer, * whence the Saxon ' Cyric, and the Ger- 
man Kyrk, and we by adding a double Aſpiration Chyrch, or 
Church ) as it was in after Ages ( not in the beginning) taken 
for a Publick Place. for Worſhip. Concerning which, here let 
me premiſe, That. although .we have no. particular command 
for Puildio g of Churches, as of Old for the Tabernacle (which 
was a moveable Temple) or the Temples, which were ſtand- 
ing Tabernacles, (their Names being frequently interchanged ;) 
.nor do they recommend our Services to God, as thoſe that 
- were- Typical of our Saviour did : Yet. are Edifices hoy bd 
venient for the Worſhippers, and are fo far neceſſary for the 
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(2) F=- 
advancing Gods Service, as appears by the Light of Nature, 
. and the-uſe of Synagogues amongſt the- Jews: That by ſuck 

' Structures we are better defended agaiult the injuries of Wind 
and Weather ; as alſo, the Voice of the Miniſter .is in them 
more Audible than in the open Air ;.and that thereby. we 
have greater conveniency of excluding ſueh, as ought not to 
Communicate with us :* Beſides that after the ſpreading of 
the Goſpel, they were more neceſlary for the containing a 
greater number of Chriſtians, than could meet together in 
private Houſes, or Places: which -occaſioned afterwards, as 
liberty was granted, or encouragement given by Chriftian } 
Magiſtrates, the building of Oratories and Churches, So 
that tho we grant the Primitive Chriſtians had always Places 
for Publick Worſhip; . yet we. deny they built any Edifices 
pyblickly for the exerciſe of their Religion, or had-any fiich 
appropriate places, as our Oppaenents call Temples or Churches ;, 
but worſhipp'd God in fuch numbers, .as could conveniently 
meet together, only in private Hotifes, or fach places as were 
obſcnre, for above 200 Years after our Bleſſed Saviour's 'A- 
ſcenfion. Altho in the Third Century, they had fome' Ora- 
tories or Conventicles, here and there, even in the Roman Em- 
pre, .as well as'in Perſia, and other Nations, where the Goſpel 
was __ For ;Arnobins, who flouriſhed about 285, menti- 
ons, 1.4. the Chriſtian Conventicles. And La@antiys his > - 
Schollar. (Fuftit. 1. 5. c. 2.) a Temple deſtroyed in Bithymia. 
Who being Schoolmaſter to Crifpus, the Son: of Conftantine, it's 
probable, the publick Places, granted the Chriſtians by Galie- 
m6, were then enlarged, which wefe before called Conventi- 
cles; as he ſaith; One i Phrygia fet a Conventicle on Fire, and 
burnt all aſſembled therein; cap. 11. 


SEU 3 


The Reaſons for this our Aſſertion are, (1.) The great Per- 
fecutions the Chriſtians lived under for the moſt part, all 
that time. Which is fo apparent from all Hiſtories, Sacred 
and Civil, that I wonder Fuller ſhould ſay, That Terſecutions 
2 the beginning were more rare, and for the = part private. 
Both which are notoriouſly falſe, as appears from the 4&s. 


For no ſooner had the Apoſtles begun to preach the Goſpel, 
e. 2, &@ 3, but they were by the Rulers impriſoned, beaten 
and 
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and charged to deſiſt, c. 4&5. - Stephen taken and ſtoned; 
c. 6 & 7. And thereupon the: Charch'of Jer»jaters by ggreat 
Perſecution, ſcattered, c. 8. & 17. v, 19.» After we have 
Herods perſecuting the Chriſtians, killing James, and tim 
{oning Peter, with intention-to put him to Death, c. +2. ''The 
Rulers-perſecute' Paw and Barnabas at Antioch, c; 13. and at 
Teomum ; and-at Lyſtra' Paul is ffoned, c. 14. [He and Silas 
whip'd-and impriſon'd by the Romm Magiſtrates, c..16: Per- 
fecuted at Theſſalonica, c. 17, A. Tumult againſt Pad; &c. c:1 9. 
He faith, bonds and afflictions-wair for him in every City, and 
that grievous Wolves ſhould enter among * them, not” ſparing: - 
the Flock, c. 20. And what Perſecutious he ſuffered at Feru- 
ſalem, not only from the Rabble, but the Chief, both! of 'the 
Jews and Romans, may be ſeen in the following Chapters. 
Moſt of his Epiſtles were written in Bonds.  And- its' gene- _ 
rally ſaid, that he-ſuffered at Rome under Nero, as Peter, many 
ſay, did alſo. ' And St. Joaby's Baniſhment intotthe Ifle-of Pat- 
Mos, 18 certain (as 'tis ſaid) by the Emperour Doyutian.” And 
Hoſpinian hath obſerved, that from the Apoltles time,” till Bi= 
ſhop Sylveſter and the Emperour Conftantine*'s, for above/300 
Years, not One of all thoſe go Biſhops of Rome, - but ſuffer'd 
Martyrdom. But Fuller adds; that the :ſame ick calami- 
ties were: uſualfly common to'the- Jews with the Chriſtians , 
and therefore- if they kept their 'Synagogues, why might not 
theſe their Churches. Mede alfo urgeth this of the Jewiſh Sy- 
nagogues, becauſe the Jews Religion was no more the Empires 
than the Chriſtians. Both which we deny, for the Jews were 
.the Perſecutors, and the Chriſtians the Perſecuted :; they uſu- 
'ally tiring: up and incenſing the Gentiles againſt theſe, as the 
Ats of the Apoſtles teſtifie, and St. Pam, 1 Thef. 2.14,15,16. * 
Nor had the Chriſtians then any Churches, as the Jews had 
Synagogues, tho they had in ſome Cities ſeparate Meetings. 
Of the Jewiſh Synagogues we 'read -in Scripture, but neither 
Scripture nor Hiſtory mentions any publick Churches for 200 
Years. And afterwards, when they had ſome Oratorics, we 
read of courſes taken for demoliſhing them : but not (muck 
leſs at the ſame time) of the Jewiſh Synagogues. Theſe hav- 
ing been long before, publickly tollerated in many Places to 
the. Jews where they reſided. And they having' now re- 
nounced Chriſt, the Devil and Heathen Emperours -had no 
cauſe to diſquiet them, _ but made uſe of them-in oppoſing 
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| ISLES 
Chriſtianity. - As Jalian- we know, employ'd them -for build- 
ing again their Temple at Jerzſalem, to deſpite the-Chriſti-- 
ans. And noReligjion is- more hated of -a Natural Man than 
the True, all others being prefer'd before this. - 

; Mr. dede in anſiyering the; ObjeQtions againſt: his Opinion, 
endeavours to encrvate this. of-Perſecytion two ways. , (1.) By 
aſſerting, that the greateſt Perſecutions (as the. five laſt of the 
Ten) fell out in the Third Century, wherein *tis granted the 
Chriſtians had ſome Oratories, and therefore why not in the 
two former, ſeeing their Perſecutions were not continual, nor 
of long duration. But tho we grant, in regard of the abun- 
dance of Bloud-ſhed;-the-laſt were the cruelleſt; yet was + 
there always ſuch as hindred, both the erecting and appropri- 
ating Churches, and publickly aſſembling (the Laws and Em- 
perors being their Enemies) contenting themſelves to meet. as 
they could with the.moſt {afety in ſecret. And tho their Per- 
ſecution was |-not conſtant, yet were they. - conſtantly liable 
thereunto, as the Apoſtle tells us,” Rom. 8. 36. For thy Jake we 
are kilied all the day long, we are accounted as Sheep for- the 
Slaughter." - Hiſtories alſo ſhew us, their Sufferings were more 
continual, and leſs interrupted, im the two firſt, than third 
Century. Wherein after a{ore Storm under Yalerian, they 
enjoy'd a comfortable calm, under his Son Galenw, who re- 
ſtored to them their Cemeteries, andall other places of Wor- 
ſhip ; which was ſuch a fayour or Tolleration, as we read not 
of inthe two firſt Apes. - - (2.) Mr. Adfede argnes from the 
credibility of the Chriſtians having Oratories in the Roman . 
Empire, as well as in the Perftav, Which we deny, for-tis 
the Roman Empire only, that is repreſented under the Shape 
of a Red Dragon with 7 Heads and 10 Borns, making War 
with the Saints of God. 'Nor are we now dealing with a 
| matteyof Opinion, or Credibility, bat matter. of Fa& and 
i Hiſtory; which aſcertains the Perſecution under. the - Romar 
Emperors for 300 years, but mentions little or none at all, 
under the Perfzan Monarchs, during that time, tho afterwards, 
as Sozomen 1. 2. c. 8. relates by Saporez, which was long before 
1/digerdis, who, was Contemporary with Theodoſzus. 

Nor doth the Churches of Per/za prejudice our Opinion ; 
ſeeing they were but (by Mr. Mede's acknowledgment) in 
Conſtantine's time. Before which, 'there were ſome. Churches 
in the Roman Empire. For Dioclefzan his - Predeceſſor made 
an Edict for the demoliſbing them. _ Having 
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Having thus vindicated -our Argument from ſeveral At- 
tacks: We may further enforce -it, both by the experience 
of former Ages, and alſo our own. The 1/rachtes in Egypt, 
tho they dwelt together, a long time at leaſt, yet we read 
not of any Temples they built there. And when they 'were 
in Captivity in Babylon, tho: we read of their building Houfes, 
Jer, 29. yet nothing of Synagogues. - ' Paſs on from the Hea- 
theniſh.to the Popiſh Perſecutions, former and latter : - Where. 
at this day, in Jtaly, France, Spain and Portugal, are: any 
Churches built, -or Publick Meeting-Places for Proteſtants 2 
Nay even the- Lutherans will not allow the * publick -exerciſe 
of the Reformed Religion. The Story of the 'Germar 
Church under Johannes a Laſco, who fled from London, to 
avoid the Perſecution under Queen ary, to the Lutherans, 
and how barbarouſly treated, is well known, and. lamentable 
to conſider. And the ſame ſpirit continves, fo that the Dutch 
Church at Hamburg, go to Altena, and the Engliſh are confin'd 
to their own Houſe, Sweden is expelling them, and ſeveral 
Princes parioomng them.. Nor need we go ſo far, the expe- 
rience of theſe Three Kingdoms is ſufficient. Where altho. 
the Perſecution of the Nonconformilſts, was not from the Hea- 
thens, (as the Primitive Chriſtians : )- Nor. from Pajiſts (as - 
the Waldenſes :of old, 'and all Difſenters from them generally 
ever ſince: ) * Or any Proteſtants of a different Denomination ; 
- nor todeath; but only Fines or Impriſonments. &'c. Yet who 
went about to build any publick Places for-Worſhip, pr had 
ſuch, till a Tolleration was granted them ? Who can ima- 
. Eine any ſo-mad, as to build or buy publick Places,” where 
© their Enemies are Rulers; and having all Civil Power in their 
hands, wonld not only. ſhut them up, or demoliſh them, but 
alſo ſeverely puniſh ſuch preſumption. G5 lH cg 
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Our 2d Argnment is-from the -defe& of ſufficient Teſtimo- 
nies from Scripture, of - the Chriſtians having” any -publick 
appropriate places in the Apoſtles time ; or from authentick 
Authors, of any ſuch the two- firſt Centuries, Nor let any 
think it ſufficient to ſay, that Argumentum ab autoritate non 
valet negative :, an Argument from authority negatively,” 1s of 19 
force. For in Religion, Scripture ſo argues, not only in mat- 
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ter_of or duty, becauſe never commanded ; but alſo in mat- 
ter. of Hiſtory, as Hebr. 7. 14. Ow Lord ſprang out of Tuda, 
of which Tribe Moſes-ſpake nothing concerning Frieſthood. . Whence 
by the way, we may gather, that our Saviour never went fur- 
ther into. the Temple, not being a Prieſt of the Tribe of Les, 
than the Outward Court. And in matters of Fatt ſo many 
Hundred Years ago, this way of arguing wt ay uſed and 
received. As Baronius uſeth it in a like caſe, 4. D. 48. and 
others alſo frequently. For how. ſhould we know, what was 
done fo long fince, but by Hiſtory. Now in all the dili- 
gent ſearchers into Antiquity, as Exſebius, Hierom, Clemens 
Alexanitlrinus, and other Ancient Fathers and Authors, we 
find no footſteps of any publick Churches, the two firſt Cen- 
turies ; but many againſt them. | 

For the Scriptures, whoſoever reads the Apoſtles Ads, which 
contain their Hiſtory about 32 Years; will find the Church 
aſſemblies ſtill in private Houſes, asc. 12. wv. 12. ſo c. 20.98. 
and to the very laſt, c. 28. 9. 29, 3o. ſoalſo in their Epiltles, 
And tho all places were indifferent to them in reſpe&t of ho- 
lineſs, yet not of conveniency ; ſo that according thereto, no 
doubt they were appointed ; and in the heat of' Perſecution, 
ſuch as were molt ſecret and ſecure, "F9 

And will never find the Church therein taken for a Place. 
It being the general Opinion of Proteſtants, which the Leatn- 
ed Lutheran, Gerrard-de Ecclef. c. 2. relates. In S. literis /3g nifi- 
catio Eccleſie pro loco no occurrit ; ſed progreſſu temporis fattum, 
#t 4 Scriftoribus Eccle/raſticis tandem retiperetnr. Sed qualibet O1- 
det hanc appellationem eſſe impropriam, -© warangnemiy. In the 
Holy Scriptures, the Church is no-where taken for a Place ;, tho mn 
proceſs of time, it came to be ſo uſed in Eccleſtaſtical Writers, But 
every one ſ.es, the taking of it in this ſenſe, ts mmproper and ca- 
tachreſtical. Camero likewiſe, a Learned Calviniſt, in's Trad. 
de Eccleſza, and generally all of both-Profeſſions. So that we 
may conclude as to the Scriptures, that however the grand 
Tyrant Cuſtom prevailed in after Apes,. to call the Place by 
the name of Church, yet from the beginning it was not ſo: 

Aud for human Teſtimonies ; for the firſt Ages ſucceed- 
ing the Apoſtles, we might here produce very many, to prove 
the Primitive Chriſtians had no ſuch publick Churches or 
Temples. But in regard we ſuſtain the negative part, and 
our Opponents the affirmative, to- whom the Proof moſt = 
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ly. belongs, according to- the Maxim, affirmants mncumbit 
| prota > And thoſe that favour our Adverſaries Opinion, will:, 

apt to ſay, we do but, beg the Queſtion; for thar they have! 
both Scripture, and good-Humane Teſtimonies for them. We 
ſhall therefore firſt examine what they -alledge;. and after- 
wards produce ſuch Witneſſes againſt them, as- we ſhall 
willingly fubmur to the. jadgment of all impartial Men, on 
which ſide the Truth lies. For if. they car-either by Scrip- 
ture, or approved Authors, mantain their cauſe, we ſhall 
yield it ; notwithſtandivg the improbability therof, from the 
Perſecutions the Chriſtians were. under in the firſt Ages. But 
here we muſt profeſs, that this being matter of fa&, we” ate. - 
not to be. put off, nor ſhall we acquieſce with conjectures or 
probabilities, ſuch as Platina, Polid. Virgil, &c. urge, from the 
Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians zeal to promote Religion 
(as if there-.conld be.none, ' without ſuch appropriate an 
conſecrated Places, as they call Churches) But there muſt be 
authentick Records, from approved Authors, that there were: 
fuch in the Apoſtles days, and the two firſt Ages after-our 
Saviour ; otherwiſe we can. have no certainty of what was 
done at.ſich a diſtance from us, ſo many Ages agone. 


SECT. 4 


We ſhall therefore now enter the Liſts with our Adverſa- 
ries, and not decline any of their Weapons, being well ſe- 
curd by the ſhield of Truth, Tho we take'no notice of ſe- 
veral Youriſhes they make, that being needleſs, in regard of 
the ſeveral Editions of the Authors, wherein they may be - 
ſeen, and eſpecially of Mede, our principal Adverſary. 

' From Scripture, eſpecially 1 Cor. 11. 18, 20, 22.. which Pel- 
tarmine Cc. 4.. de cultu fanftorum, and Baronius, produce for 
. Churches and Oratories diſtin& from private Hopſes in the 
Apoſtles days. Anſwered at large by Yedelius in his Exercitation 
vpon  /gnatius's Epiſtle to the MMagneſrans. : | 

Mr. Fuller likewiſe, who argues that from that 'the Apoſtle 
having faid, wv. 18. when you come together in the Church, forth- 
with expounds it by v. 20. when you come together in the ſame 
place ;, ſhewing by the Church he denotes the Place. Bnt here 
he ſuppoſerh, that aurigzevur &# 33 dui, is to come toge- 
ther ia the ſame place; which is denied. For men cannot * 
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-cvine, or meet together , but in ſome place, either natural or 
artificial. Reza renders .it i unwm, others ſimul Or conjunt?t : 
I ſhould ad idem; For the expreſſion is Helleniſtical, and fig-' 
nifies not only a Concourſe in the ſame-place, but agreement _ 
in condition, and concurrence in the ſame a&ion, tho in diffe- 
rent places, according to the Septuagint. Even as in As 2, 
44. and other Texts it muſt be underſtood; for both the 
diverſity of Tongues, and multitude of Chr.ſtians, as. five 
thouſand, c. 4. v. 4. manifeſt it could not be in the ſame place, 
Camero .in his Myrothecium, ſhews the Phraſe is taken-from 
the Septuagints Verſion of Pſalm. 2. 2. where the Princes afſem- - 
| ble together, 4&3} m avrd , not in reference to the fame 
place, bur to. their conjun&tion in heart and counſel about 
the- ſame thing. Which ſence Dr. Hammond follows, on As 
1. 15. If any objeR, if the Church be not-the place, but the 
People, *tis as much as to ſay, when you meet together in a Meet- 
5g. But this is alſo denied, for ovrigxevns ſignifies on- 
ly the general Notion of coming together,” or aſſembling, as - 
Ads 11. 26. but the Church, a ſpecial, viz. a holy Meeting. - 
* $0 that *tis not the place, but the imployment, that gives the 
denomination. For as it 1s not in every place, where the Sena- 
tors or Parliament-men meet, that there is a -Senate or Par- 
liament. Nor in every place, where the Paſtors of the Church 
meet, is there forthwith a Synod. Seeing both ſorts may 
come together at Faſts or Feaſts; or other occaſions. But there 
and then only, where and when they meet to deliberate about 
affairs, Civit-or Eccleſiaſtical. So whereſoever the Members 
of a Church come together, they are not for that ſaid to come 
together in the Church, but only then and there, when- and 
where they come together for the exerciſe of Religion. 

But. the chief Argument all our Opponents make uſe of, is 
from v. 22. where they aſſert an Antitheſisor Oppoſition, be- 
tween” private Houſes, proper to each, and the Church which is 
common to aJl. Let us therefore duly conſider it. And (1.) 
That tho the word ixxanmwas be uſed above 100 times in - 
the New Teſtament ;, yet this -is the only place our Proteſtants 
inſiſt on. for their Opinion. Aijtho Bellarmine alledgeth- alſo, 
I Coy. 14. 25. which yet clearly proves the contrary. (2.)-We 
deny, as Camero in his Anſwer to Fuller, (Tra@. de Eccleſ. c. 1.) 
that the oppoſition here, is made. between the doing of any 
thing in this or that place ; but in the preſence of others, or not 
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in their preſence. . ;As when one doth that in- publigk,. which 
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ari Houſe of thy own? - Doſt thou deſpiſe the City, ? underſtanding 
not the Strueures or Streets, but the faces of the Citizens who are. 


there. And that this is the Apoltles meaning, appears both 


by the followin words, ard ſhame. them that bave yot - that 


1s the Johor Brethrep, that -had neither Money to-buy, nor 
\ Proviſions to bring for their Feaſts of Charity (then in uſe at 
the Sacrament of the Lords Supper.) So that *tis not deſpiſing 
the Place, but the Perſons ; putting the poor (who are a great 
part of the Church) to. bluſh Ker, aſhamed. ; And alſo by a 
paralle] Place-in this Epiſtle, 6. 14. v. 34 & 35,: where the A- 
Poſtle forbids their Women to ſpeak in the Churches, 4nd 
if they will learn any thing, let them-ask_ their. Husbands at home ; 
for it us a ſhame for Women to ſpeak in the Church. "Where we 
ſee a plain oppoſition, between ,the Church and. their awn 
Home ; which yet cannot _be underſtood of- the Church as a 
Place ; The Caſe being clear, that-it was not unlawful for 
Women to ſpeak in ſuch'a Place ſumply,- but only at ſuch a 
time when the Congregation- was at: Divine Worſhip :  other- 
wiſe, it would be unlawful for any Woman, before or after 
Publick Worſhip, to- ſpeak in the place. Nor- was it ſinful 
ſurely, for Women to ſpeak at their Love-Feaſts, tho-in the 
Church. Beſides, *tis ſaid, your Women in the Churches, which 
implies, there were more than. one Congregation 1n the 
Church of Corzth- 

I ſhall not ſtand to alledge Commentaries on - 1 Cor. 11. 22. 
as Cajetan, who is abſolutely 'for the Congregation, and Aqui- 
nas, and Carthufzan, as alſo Dr. Pearſon on the Creed, p. 337. 
ſay, it may as well be-fo; underſtood. as of the place. ;'-But 
further prove the Truth. (3.) By the Argument which the 
Apoſtle draws from the holineſs of the Meeting, and not from 
the holineſs of the Place, to take the ECormtbians off from their 
Difſegtions, v.18. © for in every Meeting, Diſſentions -are to 


be avoided ;. but .ina holy Meeting, ordained for | Religion, 


they. ought to be deteſted. And. fo from Intemperance, v. 20, 


21. ſhewing unity in the Truth of Doarine, and unanimity in 


affeQions are neceſlary for the right Toe INg the Eords Sup- 

pex, in the following Verſes. ' And I-would further argue with 

mine Opponents, - ſuppoſe - their meeting_had been on' ſome 

Mountain, -or in ſome Caye, (which In not: unuſual) _ oo 
u 
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ſhould be, doneat home.; we rate. him ſaying, #aft. thou not 
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- faults'here mentioned had been 'committed ; ſhould th 


ted ; ſhould they not 
have been liable to. the ſame cenſure of defpiſing, the Church 


of God? But (4.) Should we grant the oppoſition .they 
make, between the Church and their own Houſes, | yet will 
Not this ſerve'tq overthrow our Opinion, or eſtabliſh their 
own ; except they can further prove, this Church or. Place to 
have been publick, and not in. a private Houſe, like unto others 
mentioned throughout the AGs. brig 4 : 

. Mr. Mede carries this 22d verſe, for a reproof of the Co- 
rinthians, for uſing profane Banquetings and Feaſtings in a ſa- 
cred place, to nee his Opinion of the holineſs of Church- 
es, as Bellarmine ©. 5. de cu'tu ſant?. faith, Satis mtr, tunc 
et1zm. Eccleſiam aliquo modo” ſacratam fuiſſe, hence *tis ſufficr- 
ently gathered, that even then the Church was ſome manner of way 
boly ; which he ſaith, was for conſecration. But Mede runs a- 
gainſt the ſtream of Interpreters, who expound it of - their 
Love-Feaſts. Neither doth the Apoſtle reprove them for any 
. fuch thing, but for their ſchiſmarical, unbrotherly and intem- 
perate Carriage therein, Theſe'Love-Feaſts, a Lapide, as Au- 
tin, Aquinas, Cajet an, and others, think preczeded ; and Ju- 
ftinian as -Gbryſoſtom and divers others, that they followed af- 
ter the Communion, The Opinions of the Ancients; concern- 
ing their order, are cited by theſe two Learned Jeſuites upon 
the place, where they may be ſeen; and the manner of. them 
in Kerchers Roma Subterranea 1. 6.”c. 27. As far as my reading 
reaches, tho theſe Love-Feaſts ſometimes were before as-in 
the Church of Alexandria, (as Sozomer faith, 1. 7.c. 19.) and 
ſome others : Yet more uſvally they followed after the Sacra- 
ment. However, we have multipticity of. Teſtimonies in the 
Writings of the Ancients, for them at the Communion in the 
Primitive Church : and none I can find amongſt them for Mr. 
MAede's Opinion,except Sedulius ; nor amongſt the Modern, but 
Salmeron ;, and theſe quite contrary to the genius of the Text, 

But he proceeds to tell us, that as moſt of the Words ſig- 
nifying an Afembly or Company, are _ wont, to be nſed alfo 
for the place ; ſo here ixzangje,, Which we deny not in 
.common Speech ; bur then the expreſſion 1s not proper, but 
figurative, continens pro contentis, the Place containing, for the 
Perſons contained. - He cites St. Auſtin taking the Church: here 
for the place of Meeting. It's true, he does ſo, on Leviticus, 
L. 3. c. 57. to which Bedeon the Text refers, but only for the 
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time wherein the Congregation met, Fecle/ia dicitur Joeus, qu 
Eccleſia conprepaturs &nd it is apparent, that the faults 224g . 
tioned by the Apoſtle, are ſuch only as were committed, at ; 
the time of their aſſembling for the Worſhip of 'Gcd. - Nor 34 
doth Aſtin appropriate it to aPlace civil or artificial, as our © 
Opponents do, not conſidering ſ:ch abuſes. have their courſe 
in their Meetings in what place ſoever, natural or civil. - 
The next. Author he produceth is Bajl, who pleads for the 
Holineſs of Churches ; of which hereafter. Ts 
Commentators follow. The Author of the Comments on 
the Epiſtles (falſly aſcribed to Hierom) a Pelagian, ſeems to 
deliver the Opinion of others, rather than his own, faying, 
QOnidam bunc locum ad illos referint, qui Epulas m Eccleſia facie- 
bant : facientes eam trielinium Epularum. And Sedaſzus (whom 
the former Author ſeems to point at) is of that Opinion, 
thinking it unlawful to keep their Feaſts in the Church. Where- 
in he is ſingular, andcontrary to the Apoſtle, who reQtifies 
the abuſe only, by admoniſhing: them to ftay one” for another, 
- and make their poor Brethren partakers with them of their 
Viands. ' Furthermore, even thoſe that take the Church for a 
holy Place, and cite this (as Sir-#. Spelman and ſeveral others) 
| of the Corinthians making the Church triclivium' Epularum, make 
it only .a private Room, for triehrum was never taken for a 
Houſe, much leſs a publick one. To which may be added, the 
practice in after Ages, in St. Auſtir's time, when the Chriſti- | 
' ans kept their Love-Feaſts i memorits Martyrum, or in their ; 
| Churches, as appears by his Anſwer to Fa»ſtus- the Maniche, 
}, 10. Cc. 20, 21. at large. | ; 
As for Chryſeſtom, T heodoret,, T heopbilad and Cecumenits, tho 
they take the Church for a Place ; yet none of them as Xede, 
. that the Corinthiaws fault was, in Kecpin g there profane Ban- 
quetings : Nor otherwiſe than in reference to the. very time 
only, of their meeting therein. And whereas Chryſoſtom ſays, 
the .Church as well as the Poor were wronged ;. he cannot, I 
ſuppoſe, mean it of the Place, for Time- and Place. cannot be 
ſaid to be deſpiſed or diſhonoured, but- by an extrinſecal de- 
nomination, when God is diſhonoured, or our Brethren, by 
our unchriſtian behaviour-in the placz. As here'the latter 
member, being joyn'd thereto by a copulative, may fairly ex- 
pound the former -(as uſually) viz. in ſhaming/ them that have 
not, you deſpiſe the Church, as —_ and Piſcator expound 
7 : 2 n. 
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it. -So that tho the Grammatical oppoſition be 'between'two 
places ; yet the Logical and Theological is between a fon of 
many preſent therein, and a private:place. From theſe Teſti- 
monies,  Mede concludes there were places appornted, and ſet 
apart for Chriſtian Worſhip, even in the Apoſtles times. 

But tho no Man doubts, that believes the Goſpel, that the 
Chriſtians had places for Worſhip ; yet it follows not thence, 
- that they were ſet apart from all other uſes, for '"Chriſtian 
Worſhip. Neither doth he, or any other Opponent prove 
this. Places of meeting, the Ancients ſuppoſe, but ſeparate 
Places they ſuppoſe not. - It was 200 Years and more, cer 
they had Publick Oratories: And-when'the Heathen obje&t- 
ed they had no Temples, Altars nor Images, they freely con- 
feſs as much. | - fi 

Having vindicated this Text in the Coriths, we ſhall briefly 
mention- ſome others, alledged for ſeparate 'and publick 
Churches: Tho ſome are fo far-fetch'd, they deſerve - not 
mentioning. As Mr. Fuller from 1 Cor. 14-40. That all things 
be done decently, and in order, inferring that publick Offices be 
done in publick Places, as much as: may be. And what, I 
pray, is more publick than the open Air, Mountains and Fields 
where our Saviour inſtructed ' his Followers ?. - 04 

Likewiſe from A&s 1 9.9. Par ſeparated the Diſciples, diſputing 
daily in the School of one Tyraunnus : As if this School was one 
of the Temples of Chriſtians, which he confefſeth was but 
borrowed, or hired for the urgent neccſlity. 

His next place is A&s 15. 21. whence he argues, the 1/rac- 
btes from the beginning of their Commonwealth had Syna- 
gogues ; fo the Chriſtians from the day of Pentecoſt, Church- 
es. But that is very dubious; for tho I-judge Synagogues 
much Ancienter than till after the- Captivity (whence many 
Learned Men date them ;): yet that they were {o, Ancient as 
he makes them, cannot be proved. Nor will P/. 74. 8. ſerve, 
admitting various Tranſlations. The 70, They have putdown 
the Feaſts; - Hierome, Tabernacula, Montanus, Conventicula ; 
Junius, Synagogas, which denotes all kinds of Aſſemblies, Ci- 
vil and Eccletiaſtical, in their places; as Gerhard de Ecclef. 
C. 1. I. 4. ſhews at large. Nor that of Fſ..$3. 12. of which 
Sir H. Sp:lma#n hath a. Diſeourſe,..at the end of his Tra&t de 
non temerandis Eccleſiis. And:whd ſees not a vaſt difference ; 
the I/rachtes were a free State of themſelyes, aad had Gover- 
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npvrs/ Civil and Ecclefiafticat;” fupream and Tubordinate, ' in 
the-Land of Canaan, vf their own : Whereas the condition 
of Chriſtians was quite otherwiſe; till Conſtaztine's time, as all 
know.- His laſt Scripture: is: Fames .2. 2. "where ovvaywyh Sy- 
ragogue, 15 'much more. pregnant to. denote! ai Place,” than 
exxaga the Church ;, for of above 109 Texts where. this 
.1s uſed, -no one, except that- in 1 Coy. 11. 22.15 with any 
- colour alledged for -a Place; whereas Synagogue is frequently 
fo taken, both in the 70; and in the New Teſtament, when 
applied to: the Jews, as AGs 13.14. &,14. 1. &c, tho ſomes - 
times for. an Aſſembly, and ' moſt vſually ſo when- applied to 
Chriſtians. As the Syrzac here renders it ; and Beza, caetum : 
the. vulgar Zatine (which ſome ſay is the Yetus 7talica, and 
make great account of it, (as our Biſhop Andrews, Fc.) con- 
ventum ;, as our laſt Verſion Aſſembly, and the former compa- 
zy ; declining the Word  Synazogre, for no other reaſon, that 
1 can conceive, but becauſe they judged, that Chriſtians had 
no ſeparate Places in thoſe days, as the Jews had ;, Fames we 
know wrote to the Twelve Tribes diſperſed, with whom the 
Word ewveywyi,-was in uſe, as Helleniſtical ; fo that after 
they became Chriſtians, they might well call their Metting,. 
of what condition ſoever it were, by that name : For the 
Word fignihies all kinds of Aſſemblies, - Civil and Sacred, as 
Dr. Hammond ſhews on 'Maith. 6. 2. from many Texts; and 
here in James, Conſiſtories for Judicature, by 5 reaſons. And 
the Apoſtles having uſed the Word izxanae, or Church, 
to diſtinguiſh the Chriſtians meetings from the Jewiſh, and as: 
more Proper, &c. (which Gerhard m the Chap. above cited, 
notes; ) the Name of Synagogre was ſoon given over among 
Chriſtians, and ſvch-places called aggoweriace and xvetrp; but 
whether before they became ſeparate places, or after; and 
about what time fach were built for Prayer, is the queſtion. 


SECT. 55. 


Mr. Meade from Scripture; proceeds to enquire, what man- 
ner of Places theſe appropriate were, before he —— the: 
teſtimonies.of Antiquity: for ſuch. Where: firſt he- acknow-- 
ledges (as Baronius had- before him) - that they were not 1o- 
goodly and ſtately, as after the Empire became Chriſtian, and: | 
we now enjoy: But ſome capable and convenient room, with-- *: 
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in the Walls-or Dwelling of ſome /pious Diſciple, dedicated'by 
him to the uſe of the Church; uſually an Upper-Room, ſuch'as 

that called Cznaculum Son's, where the Apolitles and Diſci- 
ples after eur Saviour's Aſcenſion, uſually aſſembled, and the 
Holy Ghoſt fell upon them, on the day of Pentecoſt. Con- 
cerning- which place he brings a long Train of Traditions 
from MNicetborus ; a" moſt fabulous Author, ia the judgment of 
all Learned Men ; not worthy to be mentioned. 

_ Here let me obſerve the Difference amongſt our Opponents, 
(1.) As to the Place, Bellarimine and Baronius, as alſo onr 
Fuller, conclude from that Text in the Corinths, for appropri- 
ate Houſes ' or Churches; bur Mede only for one Room, uſu- 
ally an upper, in an Houſe. (2.) Bellarmine would have theſe 
Houſes to [af Bru Temples, from the Chriſtian Sacrifices there- 
in, meaning the Maſs, which he thinks is alone ſufficient for 
the denomination of a Temple. For c. 4. de cult: ſa: Forum, 


he faith, Templum nibil alind eſt, quam locus Altaris, 4 Temple + 


is no other thing than the place of an Altar : called alſo, baſi'ica 
. iith he, as erected at ſome Saints. Sepulcher. Baronius an 
Fuller content themſelves with the diſtinftion of Oratories, 
which tho poor and mean amongſt Chriſtians, in compariſon 
of the Heathens Temples, yet were thoſe Temples;*as well 
as theſe. * But Mede will have his rooms, by reaſon of "the 
Owners Dedication, to be Oratories and Churches: Tho F#- 
ſtinian diſtinguiſhes theſe, (on 1 Cor. 11.) ſaying, Chriſtians had 
their meetmps firſk in private Houſes, afterwards.in- Oratories and 
Churches. Ind LORE TNT 

And whereas Mr. Mede diſcourſeth- of a room and Houſe, 
in the ſingular number (as beſt ſviting his Opinion of appro- 
priate places, even in the Apoſtles days) meaning without 
doubt, whereſoever there was a Church, as he inſtanceth in 
the cenaculum Sionts, in Jeruſalem. All this is nothing better 
than building upon the Sand. For conſidering the ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances in A#s c. 1.@ 2. its far more probable, that that 
Umggor, Or upper Room, was in the Temple, than any private 
.- Houſe As appears from ſeveral Authors and Arguments 
gathered together in PooPs Synopſss, on Ads 1' 13. to which 
| refer, being unwilling to tranſcribe ſuch Authors, as are 
common, and eafily come at. - Then what room could contain 
ſich numbers, as 3000 "Ads 2. 41. which ſoon increaſed (as 
{ſome think) to 5000, or more probably, (as others gather 


from | 
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from the Text 475 4. 4.) were ſa many: more.” The” ingent- 
ous oma ON 666. v1 ? _ Ponta gn of * —onger Ho | 
Jeruſalem, computes that: each of the Twelve Apoſtles mig! 
bave about .$0o--under his care. Belides, the Gift of ſo [5g 
ny Tongues, implies 'their ſeveral meetmgs accordingly : for 
we 'not fancy,''as Salmaſius and; fome others, «that who- 
ever ſpake in any Language, was underſtood: by all:- becauſe 
this- makes the Miracle to. be' in the Hearers, and not the 
Speakers ; who were inſpired for preaching the Goſpel abroad 
in the Nations, whoſe:Languages'they:: were ignorant of be- 
fore. : + Conſider alo that ;hot Perſecution that preſently fol- 
lowed'ithe year. after, .im:the::8th of the A4#s, and whether 
this did not neceffitate them, - often to change the places: of 
their. aſſembling, it being neither ſafe to meet in great mulri- 
tudes;. nor always in the ſame place. Its Torneps alfo, from 
v. 3. by Sas entring ume 735 dies into their ſeveral Houſes, 
was either when, or | where they afſembled'; for - ito , every 
Houſe (as we render it) of fo ' many. Chriſtians, as were in 
Jeruſalem, ſeems to. me: improbable. | 

I paſs over the fabulous Traditions, and fictitious Gloſſes 
on Ads 10. 9. and 18. 22. eſpecially, as unworthy the Au- 
thor, .gad the leaſt-.confideration. And ' can grant him that 
which tollows, of ſome giving whole Houſes, for ſacred Aſſem- 
blies, as the . multitude of Believers increafed ; tho: this- can- 
not. : be: proved in the two firſt Centuries. As alſo, that at 
length, they built Structures in the Ceemeteries of Martyrs ; 
which yet Platina and Polid. Virgil ſay, were but Sacella, 
Chappels, and thoſe in ſecret and unknown places i 

SECT: 6. 

We ſhall now proceed to examine their Teſtimonies : which 
Mr. Mede . having moſt fully gathered, and regularly, of all our 
Opponents, :ranked-throughont' the 3 firſt Centuries: We 
ſhall therefore follow. his order, and paticularly conſider 
them, as. he'repreſents them. Altho we think it not neceſſa- 

Ty_ to expreſs all. his words; his Works by many Editions, 
| being in moſt Scholars/ hands. He begins with Exfebius's-re- 
lating a paſſage out of Philo the Few, concerning the Efſenes, 
whoſe manner of Life and Worſhip Philo -deſcribes (Cp. 876. 
@c. and more fully.in his following Book de vita contempla- 

| Es: tiva, 
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tiva, þp. $93. &c.: of -laſt Edition 1691..) . Which place in Zu- 
ſetius 1. 2.c.17. Hiſt. Bellarmine before him had alledged, c:-4- 
de cults ſanttorum : | tho they both knew 'Eafebius's being gene- 
rally cenſured, for his accommodating it to the Chriitians; 
For its plain to-any;/that perufes Philo, [that /he ſpeaks of a 
Set of Jews, who were' Aonks, and”. had 1 each their iproper 
place for Worſhip, called oxweor x; wrecietor, and One: xor3r, Or 
common, wherein they aſſembled: for Worſhip -every: 7th day. 
Whereas the Chriſtians neither withdrew into:Cells, nor.ob- 
| ferved the 7th, but. the firſt day-of the: Week, from Chrift's 
Reſurrection, and the. day of Pentecoſt; which fell jon. the 
firſt, and -after, as appears by Scripture. ,+ And: howerer':can4 
fdent Aede is, of Euſebius being of - his Opinion, +the'contra- 
ry appears in's Book de prepar. Ewangel. l. 7. 5.6. @ 1.13.13; 
rs 3 hel Book of the Cherubims, ſhews he was 1iot:of: Jdede's 
mind. LE ba wr | 
His next Argument is from the-Apoſtles Salutations of ſe- 
veral Perſons, and the Church 4n his or their Houſe. ; Which 
he underſtands not of Families; (as he grants tis commonly 
taken) but the Congregation of Saints.  Whence he'infers, - 
- appropriate Places, and their Dedication by their Owners, to 
be Oratories for the: Church in. their ſeveral Cities. ' And he 
cites: Luctan's Fhilopatyis, 'for their Deſcription. Fx. rio5ri 
To which we reply, :(1.) That ' this-proves:no .more, than 
- that Chriſtians had meetingsin private Houſes, which 'none 
denies : which yet were often interrupted; not. only in 'Dz0- 
clefiarn's time, when they were. examined- if they kept their 
meetings in their Honſes, as: appears ih the'-A&s of Martyrs, 
but in Tertwlliar's time alſo, (2.)-The' Place in their Houſes, 
was but a cenaculum, i or Dining-Room, as AMede grants ; 
which as it was incapable of falutation, ſo of containing the 
whole Church in moſt-of thoſe Cities: - For -who can-think 
their Houſes, much leſs one room, 1o large,. ſeeing Ajuila 
was but a Tert-maker, baniſhed- from Rome by Claude, after 
whoſe Death he returned, before' St.>PauPs Epiltle 'to the 
Church there, wherein c. 16:9. 5 he ſalutes the: Church in 
their Houſe. And not only at Rome; but at Philippe, or Ephe- 
Jus alſo, the Church that was in. his Houle, as 1 Cor. 16. 19. 
And what the reſt were that had Churches in their Honſes, 
we read not. (3.) The Church in their Houſes 1s confidered 
- as diſtin& from themſelves, that were Maſters and ——_—_— 
| thus 
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thos it is ty agylice to their. Families : | But'if to the whole 
Congregation, the Perſons whoſe. Houſes they were, being 
Members thereof, as well as any others, it: were- very impro- 
per. For ſo when St. Paxl bids the: Church-of Rome, Salute the 
Church Aquila and Priſcilla*s Hoaſe, Rom. 16. 5. his mean- 
Ing 1s, that the Romans ſhould falute themſelves. So in wiſhing 
the Colofiars . (4. '15.) to ſalute the Church in Nymphas's 
a: he deſires them to ſalute themſelves. And ſo of the 
r | | 


_ Now to ſay theſe Maſters of Houſes, beſtowed ſome - part 
or- place thereof to the Churches uſe, needs no proof ( for 
none can lawfully enter into! another man's Houſe, without 
his allowance) but that they Dedicated them, doth: For if 
Dedication was then nſed (of which hereafter) yet ſurely not 
by a private perſon. And whereas ſome ſingular thing muſt 
be meant, ſaith 2ede, he concludes, this: of the whole Church 
in their Houſe, muſt be it. "Which is: inconſequent,” And'tho' 
it be unreaſpnable, to demand a reaſon” of anothers ations, 
which himſelf- conceals ; yet ſomething may be gathered for 
this, from the Apoſtle. As for 4quila and Priſcilla from Rom. 
16. 3, 4. and. As 18. 26. And as” they. were bis helpers in 
Chriſt Jeſus,that. is in reference to the-promofing the Goſpel : fo 
were Nymphas alſo, and Philemon, whom Pau calls his fellow la- 
bourer... As for Lucian, cited alſo by Baronius, for proof of 
© Houſes ſeparate: Yedelus anſwers, (r1.) That the Dialogue 
PFhilopatris, is none-of Luciar's, ſed alterias alicajus ſcioli - and 
(2:) Thar the place may as well be underſtood of a private asa 
publick: Houſe.. | | 
His 3d proof is. from Tradition, That Theophilus to whom 
St. Luke inſcribes his Goſpel and AQs, converted his Houle in- 
to a Church ; derived from the Traditions of Clemens, As Fu- 
dens likewiſe mentioned,” 2 Tim. 4. 21. a Komarn -Senator and 
Martyr from the 4&a Pudentts, - y A 
This of Thropbilas: mentioned by  Bellarmine c. 4. de cults 
ſanB, from Clements Recognit.1,vo. and Baronins A.D.58. num.32, 
that had not found-who he'was; but in Clements Recopnitions - 
Vedelius anſwers, -( in _Epiſt. Ton. ad Magnef.) ſeriptts que citat 
Baronius tarturm deferendum eſt, quantum citanti : To the Writings 
cited by Baronius we are to give as. much credit, as to the Citer. 
See the. judgment of Paiſts concerning theſe Recognitions, 1n 
Coci cenſurg Scriptorum, þ.. 290, of Pererixs, Sixtus Senenſis, _ 
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do, yea Baronias hitofelf, A. D. gr; man. 53. whofaith, - That 
out of theſe Books, 'as out of a dirty Sink, are taken. ſuch prodipions 
Lies, and mad Dotapes, as are not anly to be reproved, but extream- 
ly rejeted by the Learned, &c. IST. DL ot9y 
His laſt Teſtimony is from Clemens's Epiſtola ad Corinthios, 
who ſpeaking of Gods Worſhip under the Goſpel, faith, He 
bath determined. where  and- by whom, &c.  Whenc: Mede con- 
cludes, Places, as well as Times and Perſons, were appropri- 
atc and diſtin, in the: Apoſtles days. Adding, that this Di- 
vine Ordinance is found in* the Analogy of the Old "Teſta- 
ment. NTT. | 
To which I anſwer (1.) That *tis granted this Epiſtle is 
authentick. Grotizs hath, in a large Epiſtle approved it. Sal- 
maſius de Epiſc. & Presbyt. and Blundel and Hammond in - their 
Diſciplinarian Coutroverſies, own it for genuine, Funius and 
Dr. Fell, in their Notes vindicate 2t ; tho I know, a late Au- 
thor, Erneſtus Teutzelins a German hath largely anſwered them, 
and pronounces the Epiſtle ſpurious; eſpecially for the men- 
tion of the Phenix therein. Whom I have had thoughts to 
refute, and animadvert.on ſome others that have nibled at it, - 
when [I get time to publiſh various Obſervations I have upon 
it. For Dr. Wake in's Introduction to his Tranſlation, c. 2. 
hath only touched thereon. But (2.) What needs Mr. Mede 
to make ſuch a ſtir about Clemenss x8, when the Scripture 
hath determined, that God under the Goſpel is to be worſhip- 
ped every where, as Malachy 1.11. From the riſmg of the Sun 
to the poing down of the ſame. And our Saviour himſelf figni- 
fhes as much, John 4. 20, 21, 22, 23. where hedeclares who 
are the true Worſhippers of God under the :Goſpe], without 
any reference to place, in oppoſition to: the' worſhipping him, - 
'*.19 this or that place; whether on the! Mount where the 'Pa- 
triarchs worſhipped him of old, - or at Jeruſalem where the 
Jews worſhipped him afterwards. *As Gorran obſeryes, Jecali- 
tatem excludit : He excludes appropriation to any lace, as necefſa- 
» ry to Gods worſhip ;, and adds, ou dcterminat locum-orationts ali- - 
c1bi, ſed ubique ';, determines not the place of -pr ayer #9 any particular 
place,bat enlarges it to every place. Toeveryprivate Houſe, As - 
9. 11, to the top of an Houſe, 10. 9. to the Sea ſhore, 21.5. - 
fo the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 1, 2. +1» every place tall on the Name of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ;-and 1 Tim. 2.8. I nillj'-that men pray 
every where, And undoubtedly Clement could not be — 
5 | tay” _— of 
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| of this, conſidering the perſecaring- times wherein he lived» 
when the Churches' of God were driven from place' to-Places 
nd conſtrained t6 meet, as they: could, with moſt ſafety. © 
 And' Mede's ſaying, 'that Clemers --Divine Ordinance, for 
the place of Church Service, | is-to_.be found in the Analogy - 
of the Okt Teſtament ; ſeenis very ſtrange. For the Temple 
at' Jeruſa'em was the only place God © gs for the Jer1/h 
Worſhip. And ſhould the Chriſtians by Analogy - have but 
one Temple ? They had alſo: many Synagogues, ' which our 
Churches. more reſemble ; yet where did God preſcribe the 
place wherein they were to be built? - And as to his Principle, 
That as the Divine Majeſty 1s moſt ſacred, and- incommunicable, ſo 
the things wherewith he 15 ſerved, ſhould not be” common, but appro- 
priate to that end,” This proves nothing of the place, but only 
its qualification, that it ought to be appropriate, whereof any 
place is capable: nor doth Clemens mention any -ſuch ſepa- 
rate or appropriate places. - of 'which'we ſhall have occaſion 
to ſpeak more h er.” As alſo how this Analogy hath miſ- 
' Jed himand ſeveral others, to aſſert the holinefs of Places by 
Dedication, and Temples, Prieſts, Altars, and proper Sacrifi- 
ces under the Goſpel. RN 


SE CT. 7. 


In the Second Century, Mr. Mede begins with the Teſtimo- 
nies of Jgnatins the Martyr, A. D. 107. Firſt with his con- 
feſſed. Epiſtle ad Magneſios, and then with the ſpurious ad 
Antiochenos. I 

But had he lived to have ſeen what is now extant, of and . 
concerning theſe Epiſtles, by the great Luminaries of Learn- 
ing ir this Age, A. B. Uſher, Dally, Bp. Pearſon, Larock, &c. 
he would never have laid ſuch ſtreſs upon them. The mani- 
feſt difference between the ancient genuine Copies, and the 
htter, is evident by their- Tranſlations ; particularly that of 
Cains College in Cambridge, which A. B. Uſher prefers to the 
common Greek Copies. Wherein this. very. place iu; my vady ©s8, 
&c.is quite differently rendred from ede's;carrying the words 
for an unity in Doarine; not Devotion : and that they ſhould 
all come into Chriſt, as into- one Temple and Altar, making 
him both ; as alluding to 1 Pet. 2. 4. where the one Temple, 
ito the which we are built vp, coanag unto him ; oo, _ 
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him as on an Altar, whereby they: becomg accepta 


Not toinſiſt upon reds, or Temple,: no” ways aprecing tq, - 


the meeting places of the Primitive Chriſtians : H 
_ de Rom. Pontif, 1. 3. c. 13.-and Yedelus hath ſhewn ſyfficiently, 
from the Ancient Fathers. . And:thaf-which- follows 4n> 2dede, 
. of one Biſhop, and one Altar, in'every -Ghurch, is not only 
_ alien to the ſcope of 7pnitivs, but the Truth alſo. For the 
Church of Epheſus had 4roxores ,, or Biſkops, AGs 20.28. io 


had the Philipians, 1. 1. and of Jeruſalem, Narciſſus and Alex- 


ander, who at the ſame time jointly -governed the- Church, as 
Eiſebius relates, Gerſom Bucer 'in's Anſwer to Downan?s Ser- 
mon, 'p. 302. proves the like in other--Churches, by ten in-- 


ſtances : and Yedelins the ſame, Exercit.8. in Epiſt. Ignat, c, 3. 


And Epriphanius of old, profeſſed that the Church of Aexan- 
dria was ſingular in this, of having but one Biſhop. It's true, 
the Inſcription of the 7 Epiſtles,; Apoc. c. 2& 3. each, to the 
particular Angel of the Church, ſeems to imply that they had 


but one apiece. - Which yet Mr. Mede himſelf ſufficiently - 
ſhews 1s inconſequent, in's Comment-on Apocal. p. 265. where 


he obſerves it the courſe ia Scripture, to. attribute that to 
one Angel, which is performed by the Miniſtry of many. 
What's alledged from Juſtin Martyr is anſwered by Brcer ; 
and Sozomen acquaints us, ( Hiſt. Eccl. 1.7.c.3.) That even Villa- 
ges had their Biſhops; and no wonder then, if one Lords 
Table in each might ſuffice to make them correlatives. 

Mr. Mede proceeds with another proof out of Jprnatias's 
Epiſtle ad Artiochenos,, (wherein he ſalutes the Keepers of the 
holy Doors) concluding thence holy Houſes. This Epiſtle he 


endeavours to perſwade us is genuine (contrary to the judg- 


ment of all other Proteſtants) from ſundry probabilities. - 

But this is a ſtrange way of reaſoning, That it's likely ſuch 
a thing ſhould be done, and therefore it was done. And to 
ſay, becauſe the Artiochians were his own Flock, I think ra- 
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ther makes it improbable ; becauſe he had ſufficiently eſtabliſh- - 


ed them in the Faith before he left them ; which, when he 
went thence to .Rome, to receive ' the Crown of Martyrdom, 
he endeayoured_ by his Epiſtles to do for other - Churches. 
And ſurely they would have been careful above all other 
Churches, in keeping their own Paſtor's Letter, if he-had 
ent them one. And-was not Polycarp as likely to be acquaint- 
(S 
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had had any inkling ,of ſich an Epiſtle, ſurely . they. would 


have mentioned. it, tho they . could 'not meet with- it. And . 
how doth- Adede prove any ſuch Officzrs in the Primitive 


Churches? that which he alleges for this from the Apoſtoli-- 


cal Conſtitutions, falfly father'd on. Cleme;'s, is yet ſtranger. 
For beſides others, my Learned Countriman Cook, - in's-cenſura 


Scriptorum, hath detefed ſo muck: vanity,and many Lyes there- 
in (whereof he reckons Eight) bzlides the - cenſures of 4tha- 
naſius, the 6 Synod in Trullo, Binius, Baronius, Bovius and 
Bellarmine ; that I wonder Mr. 2dede, who knew all this, ſhould 


once offer to produce them. 1 know Mr. Cook and many Learn- | 


ed Divines reje& all /gnatizs's Epiſtles; altho others,confidering 
the Teſtimonies of the Ancients, acknowledge 7 for genuine, 
ſpecified by Exfebixs, Hicrom and others, tho-robbed of ſome 
-paſſages mentioned by-the Fathers ; and alfo have a number of 


beggarly patches added to. his Purple, as A. B. Uſter faith : Of, 


which 7, this ad Antiochenos is none, and therefore not genuine ; 
for more were not found nor acknowledged. by Polycarp (who 
compoſed them together) Exfeb. Hierome, Sopbhronius and Ruffinus. 
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ed with this, as the- reſt. |. Beſides that, 'if he or Euſebius _ 


What de obſerves beſides, is the Argument of Baronius”- 


An. 109. numb. 19. and Gretſer againſt - Whitaker - de S. Script. 
I. 4. c. 7. Which I ſhall not need to anſwer, it heing doge 
already .ſo fully by” Yedelizs on 1gnatius's Epiſtles (whom Mede 
more: eſpecially undertakes in this Treatiſe) . in's- pref. c 3. 
(wherein he refutes Martialis, 7Maſtreus,” Baronius and Pellar- 
mine) and his Exercitation on this Epiſtle : that I need not 
mention, Cook, Scult:tus, Rivet, Gerhard, Erockman, &C. 
Mede's-next Teſtimony, is from two Epiſtles of P:us the Firſt, 
Biſhop of Rome ; relating in the former how Euprepria, titu- 
lum domus ſue pauperibus reſygnavit, ubs nunc cum pauperibus 
noſtris commor antes miſſas agimus ;, reſigned the Title of her boſe 
to the Poor, where now (faith Pius) we reſiding with our poor, ſay 
Haſs. And in the latter of a Presbyter that erected a Titu- 
Izss or Church. : 
To this, - which Baronizs alledged before to the ſame -pur- 


ſe, an. 57. numb. 98, 99, 100. and FYedelius anſwered ; We. 


urther ſay,” (1.) Theſe Epiſtles are forged, as Carſaboy's Ex- 
ercit. 16. ſhews, For if Maſs was ſo early, bow came it, faith 


he, that no: footſteps. thereof 15 extant in- approved Authors, for 


above 300 Tears? And Biſhop Morton in's Book of the Maſs 
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1.7.3. 1. not before St. Ambroſe time, about, AD.” 373. who 
uſes it in another Notion than Papiſts do fince. And Morrcy 
of the Maſs, 1.1. c. 1. faith it was unknown for 400 years.” - 

Not to mention the many Authors, - ws have handled this 
Argument of the Maſs, againſt Bellzrmme, and other Pajiſts 
largely, 1 ſhall only name d# Morin on' the Mals in "French, 
and more largely in Latine, c. 1. for. the Pedigree of the Maſs. 
(2.) We re, This was moſt likely ſome room in the 
Houſe (ſeeing they dwelt therein) '- where they ſaid Maſs; 
and were it the whole Houſe, yet was it but a private one, 
which ſcarce any wiſe man would call. a Temple. And for 
the name of Title, that was given at pleaſure. - So that were 
theſe ſpurious Epiſtles authentick, they neither prove our ad- 
verſaries Opinion, nor diſprove ours. : 

Mr. de prodrceth next Theophilus Antiochenus, I: 2. ad 
Lntolycum ; who ſaith, God hath given Synagogues, which we 
call boly Churches, &c. Which yet is confeſt by him to be doubt- 
ful. Foy (faith he) if jt were probable Synagogne was here taker, 
as uſually in the New Teſtament for a place, then Churca likewiſe 
for a place. : . 

To which we fay, that if: Church, in' a hundred places of 
the New Teſtament, be taken for a-Congregation : then *tis 
moſt probable, it's ſo taken here. Aud the ſenſe of the. words 
makes this evident ; for Theophilus compares Hereſies 'to rocky 
Hands ; and the wholefome Do&rine of Truth and Holineſs, 
to good and habitable Iſlands; and not the places of Truth 
and Herelies. ; | 

The laſt Author in this 2d Century alledged, is Clemens 
Alexandrinus ; who ufeth the word inxxanme or Church, for the 
Place, and not the Congregation only, Stromat.l. 7. And fo 
again in the ſtory ofthe young man, who had left the Church, 
and betook himſelf to a Mountain with Robbers. - 

That Chriftians had places of meetings.is beyond all donbt ; 
but we fay in privatc Houſes and Places for 200 years and 
upwards. © Nor doth Clemens. or any other, prove they had 
publick. Oratories. And Yedelius, p. 74. npon this paſſage of 
Clemens, pews, they did not think this appellation {o proper 
and convenient. Therefore Salzian 200 years after, 1. 3. de 
£#ub, Dei, Itaque Eccleſzas vel potius Templa, &c. correcting the 
impropriety, in uſing Charches, for the'places of aſſembling, 
and preferring the word Temples. ; . | 
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! And for the oppoſition of Chirch add" Mountain, in the: {fo-- 
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ry of the young man,” | that” became Captain: to a Band of 


Robbers: The ſenſe is plain, that-he lefr the . company of 
Chriſtians, rather-than the:place of their Aſſembly, ©to afſo- 
ciate with Robbers on the Mountains. EE | 
- Thus for the two firſt Centuries, we have heard the: noiſe 
of our  Adverſaries Artillery, which was nothing but Powder, 
and vaniſhed into Smoak, without any Shot, that might in- 
the leaſt wound our cauſe. | 

SECT. $: 

- Mr. Mede goes on with the 3d Century, wherein we ſhall 
follow him at the Heels, tho not obliged thereto, by our Aſſer- 
tion. For I. know no Prot:ftant that in this Century” denies 
Chriſtian Oratories ; but only in the two firſt. And there- 
fore *ris not fair to feign Adverſaries, and repreſent ,us as de- 
nying that we wilhngly grant. We know well, the Church 
being conſiderably increaſed, Oratories were built ; and the 


fate that followed them,- namely, to be demoliſhed. For F + 


ſebius relates, how before Drocleſaar's days, there was both an 
enlargement of Churches formerly butit; and an addition 
of new, more large and- ſtately than the former, which were 


alſo deſtroyed in his Reign; and towards the end of this 34 


- Age the Chriſtians not only queſtioned - for affording their 
private” Houſes to meet in, but moreover tortur'd for it. Ad 
_ hereunto, that Adede ftill goes on to pervert the ſtate of the 
Queſtion -: as if private Houſes and ſecret places in ſore Perſe- 
cutions (which none. denies) were-publick Oratories, Church- 


es or Temples. The firſt Author cited by him is Tertallian in - 
three places, wheredf the firſt hath reference to the Aſſembly ,._ 


and if to the place, yet only to the time of Worſhip.; for 
which an upper room ſerved; as Hoſpinian -(de orig. Templ. c.. 
3.) explains him ;. andthe ſecand citation imphes as much, 
where tis {aid their Houſe was + editts & apertis, mn high and 
oper places, as their c&nacula or upper rooms were ; ſeeing in 
Temples tho never ſo large, people are upon the Ground. 
I ſhall not meddle with what is added of Churches ancient- 
ly looking Eaſtward ; (for which Bellarmine gives five reaſons, 
c. 3: de culty ſand.) further than by referring to ſ{nch Anti- 
quaries;»#& haye treated_thereof ; Walfridus- Strabo, _ 
| Ip | . and; 
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and others. The 3d is in's Book de- corona militis ;. Teveral + 
others being waved-: (all which are brSnght to the fame pur- 
poſe by Paronius, A; D. 57. num. 99. Except that one out of 
' b. de ſpe@aculis.) There c. 3. its ſaid, thoſe that were to' be 
baptiſed, firſt made their abrenunciation of the Devil, &c. in the 
Church, and after again at the Water. | Upon which Zee, to 
ſerve his own Hypotheſis, ſuppoſerh their Baptiſteries,: were 
not then, as now our Fonts, within, but without the Church, 
- and often in places. very remote from it.- But how will he, 
or any other prove that there were any Baptiſteries in Tertulli- . 
ar's time, diſtin& from the places of their Aſſemblies. Ao- 
ſtinian that was well verſed_in Eccleſiaſtical Antiquities, finds 
none before Conſtartine's time, de orig.  baptiſtern, p. 30, 31. 
For as no place for Baptiſm was , preſcribed by Chriſt, or his 
"Apoſtles, but leſt indifferent, and accordingly uſed at firſt: 
ſo we find nothing certain concerning this in the Primitive 
Church. The Hiſtory of Baſilides in Exſeb. 1.6. c: 5. mani- 
feſts that ſome were baptiſed in” Priſons, and Cypriar's Epiſtle 
to Magn, that ſick perſons were baptiſed in their Beds. Nor 
doth it follow, the Church here is not the Aſſembly, becauſe 
that was alſo at the Baptiſtery. For if there were {rch ( as. [ 
think there was not) -yet a part more likely was only there ; 
and probably the abrenunciation was not the ſame day. How- 
ever, without all 'doubt, it was not made but when the Church 
was aſſembled, and reſpe&ed the Aſſembly and not the Place. 
Conſider but thoſe times, and what Tertuh4ian faith to /encou- 
rage the Chriſtians to meer, notwithſtanding the ' danger 
thereof, Ss Fides transferre_ poteſk montem, annon potcſt militem ? 
Can Faith remove-a Mountain, and can it not remove a Soldier ? 
and again, If you cannot keep your Dominicals in the Day, keey 
them in the Night : and, then: judge, if he can be thought a 
{ſupport to our Adverſaries. | - Es 
His next Witneſs is. Hyppolytus, who in's Tra& de Antichriſto, 
faith, then 6: yaod 54 ©87 ws axes Hooyrar, © The Temples of God 
ſhould be as common Houſes: And Churches every nhere demoliſh- 
ed, &Cc. y 
"This Anthor is cited by the Rhemiſts, to. prove that- Anti- 
chriſt ſhould aboliſh therr- Maſs : but of ſmall or no account 
with Proteſtants. For he makes Antichriſt to, be the Devil, ap- - 
pearing in the ſhape of a Man ;, and that Job» the Evangeliſt is 
not yet dead, but ſhall continue with Enoch and Ekax tall. the 
| | time * 
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time of Antichriſt. - And byed in Cryptis, or ſubterraneous. 
Vaults, as Baronius writes A, D. 259. aumb. 10. where heoffi- 
ciated alſo, as Eſebzus relates. - So that 2ſede's inference, that 
he was well acquainted with ſuch places, as Temples and 
Churches, ſeems leſs probable, ;(ſeeing we read of none; before) ' 
_ than that this Tracts ſuppoſititious. Belides that vas agrees 
not to Chriſtian Churches, . as both Bellarmine and Yedeiius 
have' largely proved, which we mentioned before. L 
. For the ſame time Zampridius an; Hiſtorian is cited, who re-. 
- Ports,  Quod cum Chriſtiant quendam Tocum, | qui publicus frerat, 
occupaſſent ;, contra Popinarii dicerent,  ſibs jeum deberi ; - Alexan- 
der Mammez Imperator reſcripſit : melius eſſe, ut quomodo cxnque 
Deus illic colatur.,- quam Popinarns dedatur, That when the Chri- 
ftians bad poſef a publick place, which the Vifualers challeng'd 
to belong to them; Alexander the Emperow determined ;, it was 
better, that God ſhould be tiere any manner of way worſhipfed, than 
that the Vikualers ſkould have it. 7 | 

This Paſſage is brought by Paronis, A. D. 57, num. 101. 
for the ſame purpoſe ; who yet afterwards, 4. D. 224. con- 
feſſeth, that at that-time the Chriſtians bad no-Church there, 
but choſe that place to bnild one in.” For which he alledgeth 
a fabulous Miracle. But Zlatina in the life of Calixtus, believes 
not. this,. by: reaſon of the frequent Perſecutions in thoſe days. - |, 
Calixtus himſelf having ſuffered Martyrdom. And Barortts 
acknowledgeth, that Perſecution was freqnent in this Empe- 
rour Alexander's days, and divers ſuffered Martyrdom, even 
the: Biſhop of Rome himſelf. So that *tis doubtful, whether 
they built any publick Oratory, in that publick place, during 
his Reign ; and if they did, *tis the firſt we read of in any 
Claſſic Author. _ . 75 

The next Author is Gregory of Neocaſarea, Sirnamed Thax- -- 
matourgus,-who in aft Epiſtle called canonira, deſcribes the 
Diſcipline then in uſe, with the diſtin&_ and regular places 
- for Penitents, (who ſtood without the Gate of the Oratory) 
Auditors, and others that ſtood within, as the Catechumens 
and - Faithful in diſtinQ places. ; | | 

And further in's Life written by Gregory Niſſen, *tis ſaid, 
that. . he was a great Founder and Erecter- of Churches , 
whereof that built by him at Neoceſarea in Pontus (where 
| he was Biſhop) Gregory Niſſen ſaith, was ſtill ſtanding 
in his time, having remained a”: in a great TurtgORe, 
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_ which had: thrown down all other Edifices'both*publick and ; 
private. 5 SPI SE In 
2 Now let it be granted, That this Canonical Epiſtle is ge- 
nvine; tho I will not ſay, as Fellarmize, that without contro- _ 
verlie tis fo; even for that which he ſaith is certain. That 
this Gregory made a ſhort Confeſſion of Faith, which he learn- 
ed of John the Evangeli{t, appearing unto him 1a the compa= 
ny of the bleſſed Virgin, the'Mother of God : and the many 
monſtrous Fables father'd on this devout Man, by the name 
of Miracles. But becauſe Balſamor.the learned Canonilt, hath 
_ commented upon it, 1 ſhall not rejec it ; tho neither * Chrift 
our Lord and Lawegiver, nor his Apoſtles, no nor the Church 
of the Firſt Age, (wherein like occaſions were given by defe- , 
Gion) ever made ſuch- orders, or uſed fuch diſtinctions of 
places: which any conſidering man will judge, more befitting 
peaceable than perſecuting times. | 
And (2.) We further grant, as we have ſeveral times ſug- 
geſted, that in this Third Century the Chriſtians had their 
publick Oratories, ſmall at the firſt, and afterwards enlarged, 
as Euſebins teſtifies, Hiſt. 1. 8. c. 1. tho moſt in ſecret, by rea-. 
ſon of Perſecution. - Sor that neither this, nor the following 


Teſtimonies, prejudice our Aﬀertion.: nor. prove theirs, of 
ſuch 'publick and ſeparate places of Worſhip, both in and ever 
ſince the Apoſtles times. | 

But how Gregory Niſſen came to beheve, that the Temple 


Thanmaturgus built, continued till his time, I know not. For 
whoſoever conſiders the many Edicts, made by Heathen Em- 
perors between theſe two Gregory's days, for demoliſhing them 
all, will think this incredible. Except ſome Ruderaes remain- 
ing, and a Temple after built upon them, was accounted the 
fame; like as that which we read in the Goſpel, of Solomon's 
Porch. Or that it was preſerved by a Miracle, as Baronius 
thinks, and that a greater, than its preſervation in the Earth- 
ye. For the Decree of Diocleſian was very general and 
evere, for demotiſhing all Churches ; which both Theodore: 
and Enſcbius write, was ſo punctually' execnted, that all were 
pulled down, not one by them excepted. And this Decree 
came forth from-Nicomedia, a City in Bithynia, upon which 
.Pontus bardered, wherein Neoceſarea ſtood, and therefore ve- 
ry unlikely this thould be ſpared. / | | 


But 
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_*- But if any have {© ſtrong a Faith to-belieye, what is report< 
ed of this great Wonder-worker Gregory, he may | <moca 
think that he had ſufficient power to reſtrain Diocle/zars Agents, 
and defend the Church he built. For Baronius at the Year 253. 
mm. 135,136, 137: relates what power he had over Devils, 
to caſt them ont of their Temples, and drive them ont of any 
lace; whither he pleaſed, and reſtore. them alſo at his plea- 
ure : which he did;to ſhew his power, to one in writing under 
his hand, faith Baronins, in theſe words, Gregorius Satane jupre- 
dere'; - Gregory to Satan, enter ' in, that was into his Temple - 
again. - And Bellarmine relates another ' Miracle of him upon 
this very Argument, £.4. de cults Sand. ſaying, That when he 
would have built a Church, and wanted room, by reaſon of a 
Rock, that border'd on the place, where he would bmld it, he 
by his prayers removed it away. Mr Afede was wiſer than to 
mention this, for Gregory's building of Churches. And indeed 
none can imagine, how much prejudice ſuch fabulous Miracles 
and lying Legends (decryed and deteſted even by many ſober 
and Learned Papiſts )-hath done to Chriſtianity. Let but any 
one read'a Pamphlet Printed this very Year, of a Conference 
between a Jew and a Jeſmuite, at Amſterdam ;, concerning Chriſt - 
being the true Meſfiah, which this undertaking to prove by his 
Miracles ; was replied upon by the other, with a Number - as 
great, out of many Popiſh Authors, infomuch that the Jew 
quite confounded the Jeſmite. | 
And wheras Mr. ede notes, that a litle before the perſecu- 
tion of Decins (which was A. D. 252.) the Chriſtians erected 
 Oratories, in the Name of Chriſt. I defire Baronius may be 
conſulted, and then let any one judge, how improbable it is 
that Chriſtians had publick Churches, with ſuch diſtinQion of 
places, as is mentioned or built ſuch Publick Oratories, as our 
Adverfaries ſay. For Decius gaye expreſs order to forbid all. 
Chriftian aſſemblies;npon pain of Death,threatning accurate ob- 
ſerving them ; (becauſe many Keathens were converted thereby 
to Chriſtianity.)As appears by eA1:#!1anus his writing to Diony- 
fius Biſhop of Alexandria in Enſeb. 1, 7.c. 9. vel 10. and Bare- 
nius ad A. D. 260, Num. 17. who further- relates, how their” 
very Cemateria or birying places ('which were -Vaults under 
ground, called crypte, as Baronins ſhews A. D. 259 num. 16.) 
uſually a Mile or more from their Cities ( which were often 
after ſome time diſcovered; and _ how dangerous it was 
$3 a 2 (He) 
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- themin particular, as well as in the-gen@al all. other places 
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whatſoever. | SY 

Cyprian -contemporary. with - Gregory, is next alledged for 
Chriſtian Oratories. (1 ) In his book de Opere and Eleemoſynis, - 
by the Name of Dominicim- brought alſo by Bellarm. c. 4. de 
Eultu Sant. (2) In 55 Epiſtle, by the Title of Eccleſia. -- - 

We never doubted, but Chriſtians” had from the firſt 
Oratories, or places of Meeting : And that in this Century . 
ſome publick, which as the Church increaſed, were inlarged. 
But that even in Cypriar's time their aſſembling werein ſubter- 


 Taneous Vaults ; both at Alexandria, as we have ſhewn; and 


Rome, as is clear by Pope Cornelius's Letter to- the Biſhop-of 
Vienna, as Baronius teſtifies A. 255. 1..47.-and here at Carthage 
in Africa, A. 260.n. 37. Where the Proconſul urged Cyprian 
himſelf with the Emperors Edit, ze un aliquibus Iocis conciliabuld 
fant, nee cameteria ingrediantur; that the Chriſtians ſkould not meet 
in any places, nor enter into therr Cemeteries. 1n' which -they 
uſually celebrated the holy Myſteries; - which Pamelzus calls the 
Sacrifice ; but Goulartius, the Word, Sacraments and Dray:rs ; 
performed only, when the Church aſſembled. Nor 1s the 
oppoſition mentioned, of apy force, as we ſhew'd on 1 Cor. 
LI.-;22. | | Son TOS Ot 

Another Contemporary. cited, is Dionyſius Alexandrinus 
ins Epiſtle to Baſ#lides, declaring his Opinion, That Wo- 
men during the time of their Separation, ought not to enter 
into the Church, which he calls the Houſe of God. By which 
we learn, ſaith 2ede, not only the Chriſtians had their Houſes 


of Worſhip, but a religious reſpect alſo, to difference them 
- from common places. | : 


To this we fay, as formerly, That Chriſtians had always 
places for meeting in, but ſtill whether -1n private Houſes, or 
in publick lies the queſtion. And if but a-Chamber in a pri- 
vate Houſe, where they worſhipped God, it was ſufficient to 
denominate. it the Houſe - of God,. as well as a Cathedral. 


And that their Aſſemblies-then were very private, appears. in 


that they were forbidden- on pain of death (as we have ſhewn) 
and yet where this is related by Eſcbius, Diogy/tus teſtifies, 
that nevertheleſs they kept them. But ſurely not in the uſu- 
al places, where they had eaſily been diſcovered, to the loſs 
of their lives; but ingll likelihood often changed: the placyhs 
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for their ſecurity.” And. whether every ſuch, was thereby 6 - 
ſanQified, that it was uglawful for. a menſtruous ,Woman to. 
enter thereinto, let any one judge. Nor was this a Canon, as 
ede. calls it, Baromus hath made apparent. againſt Balſamon ; - 
and: by the equity of a contrary courſe taken by Pope Grego- 
7y,; in regard that legaha Or: ceremonials are- now abdicated. 
And- if it were in force, it relates not to. the: Place {imply, 

- but the Offices there performed, and the time thereof, which 
ſuppoſe the Congregation preſent, from which ſuch an one 
was: to be excluded, whether the meeting was on a Mountain, 
or RAY Houſe, or under Ground, in- Caves. aud Dens of the 
Earth. gs > 1s 

Nor -need Mr. Mede tell us, ſuch places were known to the 

Gentiles, and called worſkipping places. For when the Chrifti- 
ans were. grown ſo numerous, . before this time of AD. 260. 
as Tertullian thinks, near to equalize the. Heathens:;;z. their 
Aſſemblies could nort- poſſibly be concealed, whether above or 
under the Ground (<ſpecially when they enjoyed ,any. tollera- 
ble freedom from Perſecution) as appears by two Reſcripts of _ - +. 
Gallienus in Euſeb. Hiſt. 1. 7. c.12. one for reſtoring all places 
In general to the Chriſtians, ' and the other their Cemiteries - 
in particular, Hf | | 
Nor doth . Arreliar's Speech in Yopiſcus gvince a, publick 
_ Place; nor the oppoſition between the Capitol and Church 
. imply the place; but the Congregation' rather, that ſtands in - SZ 
congruous oppoſition to the Sibyls Oracles. For. they might. _ E 
be Maſters of the Chriſtian Oratories when- they pleaſed, and | 4 
there conſult of what they liſt, even of ſetting forth the Books. 
of the. Saws... -.-- | £4 op 
- But Mr. Ade thinks his cauſe is ſupported by that of Euſe- 
bius 1. 5. telating how Parlus Samoſatenus being depoſed by- 
the Council, Aurelian decreed, that vis ixzanmaes os ; the 
Houſe of the Ch:rch, ſhovld-be taken from him, &c. "This - 
Fellarmme.c;4.de cultu-ſanftorum,and alſo our Fuller alledge to the 
like purpoſe, Yet both-ours confeſs, that ſome interpret it 
of domum_Epifcopalem, the Biſhops Houſe. BeliKe Chriſtopherſon,, 
tho a Popiſh Biſhop in” Queen aries days, and zealous for. 
the Opinion of our Opponents. So. Baronins takes it, A. D. 
272.24M.18, and our Learned Antiquary .Sir H. Spelman, de 
z0n temer andis Eccleſits,. p. 64. for a Houſe belonging to the. 
© -Church of Antioch. And indeed 'tis not reaſonable.to wy a . 
Et, ens | an 
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fland it, of a publick Temple, as Fallergealls it; for to what | 
purpoſe ſhould he keep that, which could be of no uſe to him, 
neither for an Habitation, nor for pabbet Worſhip, being 
deprived of his Biſhoprick for Herehie, and Domme in his 
place : and the Congregation could keep him out of, without 
troubling the Emperonr. Nor-is it demed,. that in the time 
Euſebins mentions between the 9 and 10 Perſecution, for a- 
bout 30 Years, ſeveral old Oratories or Churches were en- 
larged, and new built ; like as *tis manifeſt they were demo-. 
liſhed by Diocteſsar 40 years after. And were the 3 places of 
Enſebius altedged, taken for the place ; they ſpeak of no more 
than an Houſe or Houſes, which denotes them private, not 
publick, as Churches and Temples. . | Wo 

Mr. Fuller lays mighty ſtreſs on Ewſebius calling them 
I mixat odoppuare , which he renders priſca. edificia, ancient 
edifices : and from thence” infers , that therefore there were 
Oratories or Churches, - even in the Apoſtles times. For 
he tells us, the Learned define {xculim, an age, to denote 
100 years: and that one age is not ſufficent to denominate 


houſes priſca, or antient ; conſidering} that 291as an” uniy, 


is not to be accounted a number; wherefore they muſt 
of two Ages at leaſt, or more, to be termed Ancient. 

But all this is very ftrange talk. For (1.) Esfebius hath 
nothing anſwerable to ſaculm an age. (2.) If monas an unity 
be no number; then one hnndred years, or one thouſand. 
iS no number; and fo ſhould be infufficient to denominate 
any thing ancient, (3) The Phraſe may either import the 
diſtance of time, between their ere&ion and amplification ; 
or the diſtance between their ere&ion, and the time when E#- 
febius wrote, which was conſiderably longer, and more pra- 
bably I think to be here meant. (4.) Let it be couſidered, 
that we read of no Edifices before Decius and Yalerians Per- 
ſecution : and thoſe ſpecified only by cemiteria, places of Bu- 
rial, in which they had their crypte, Faults under Ground; 
which were forbidden them, and agam reſtored and granted 
them by Galkenss. Now this Perſecution by Decius and Va- _ 
lerian, was but about 40 years before Diocle/zar's : fo that if 
we take the Phraſe for the time intervening, it imports. no 
more than Edifices formerly built, and thoſe not very ancient. 
(5.) New and Old, are Terms of reſpe&t, and taken in great 
latitude ; fo that now a Man of an hundred years, is truly _ 

| counte 
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tounted a very old man ; tho in the 4ntedelyvian- days, one of 
200. but -young, whear Men lived: to eight or nie hundred. 
And tho ſome of our: Churches' in England may be termed: 
truly- ancient, - being perhaps - of .6 or 700. years ſtanding ; 
yet the eldeſt -in Ex/ebics's time, - could not be 300; nor hath 
3ny yet been proved to haye been then an hundred-years old. 
Such a Cririck. as 'Mr. Fuller -might have 'obſerved the word 
waa is ſuch, being both varionſly rendred, and applied in 
the New Teſtament. Sometimes to 'gredt Antiquity, as Afar. 
[1.21, Heby. 1.1. and Fude 4, Sometimes to things not long 
before, as'2 Pet. 1. 9. He hath forgotten that be was parged from 
his mia auagrior, old fius;, and fometimes to that lately: palt, 
as Mark 15. 44. Pilate qsked the” Centurion; if Jeſus bad been 
exiac any while dead. But "the Latin Verlion jriſca edifieia, 
ancient. Edifices, better ſuited - his Hypotheſis z which made 
him adhere thereto ratherthan the Original Greek ; which may 
well be rendred priora 4difieza, former edefices, (orltd 

Mr, Mede's laſt-Witneſs, which he-ſawh. will diſpatch all at 
once, and depoſe for the whole, and: thinks alone fufficienr 
to carry his Cauſe, is Exjeb. Fhft, Ecclef. 1.8. 6. 1. Where de- 
ſcribing thoſe Halcyon days, from Cypriar's Martyrdom to 
the Perſecution of Diocl/zav, the ſhews the. yaſt multitude of 
Chriſtians and their Meetings; cm. antiquis Ys: adifreus ( 4.0. * 


Oratories) ſatis amplins locs non haberent, amplas Peru que 
as ;, that 


in omnibus urbjbus ex fundamentis, erexerunt ecolefs 
baving no longer room enough in their antient buildings, (t. e. Ora- 
tories, as he had named them) they erefed large and ſpacious 
Churches from their foundations, in all thejr Cittes. Here's -not 
only Churches in thoſe days, but ſuch as might then be call- 
ed mo ah omodbuypar , ancient Edifices, which how far it 
may reach, let others judge. | 
But if this Witaeſs will depoſe for the whole, there's no 
thanks. due to Mr. Mede ; confidering' that long before, this 
was difpatch'd ; Baronius having glledged the ſame. and Ye- 
delius anfwered him, (as he —_ 80t but know) [Exercit. 7 
epift. ad Magnef. Tertio, E:ſebis 1. 8. c,'1. cttat Baronius, © di- 
et enum aſſerere, longe ante -Diocle/iani tempora faiſſe, Eecleſias. 
Sed falſum eſt, &c. Thirdly, Batonins cites the 8th. Book of Eu- 
ſebins -C. 1. and ſaith, that he affirmeath Churches to have been loug 
before Diocleſiqns time. Fut *tis, falſe to. ſay, Euſelins {peaks of 
the time long before Diocleſzans. Reigh. Far he ſpeaks only of that 
| FESS part 
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according to the computation of others the Wh and 9th). as the feri= 
es of the: preceeding ſtory, andthe Text it ſelf ſufficiently ſhew. Now 
the- Perſecution © preceeding Dioclefian's began A. TD. 272.. under. 
the Emperour Valerian, ad ended 'about 10 years after. And 
the Perſecution by Diodeſian began,” us' ſore account, A. D.- 306. 
 Whereby the ridiculouſneſs ''of 'Baroains's inference appears, VIZ. 
There nere Churches long before the time of  Diocleſian; therefore 
_ 4n the wery days of the Apoſtles there were ſuch. As if I ſbould 

fay, Euſebius teſtifies, That for about 30 years' before Diocleſian 
there were Churches :: therefore'Þe ſaith that: there were. Churches 


300 years-before Diocleſian. * 'Fut this courſe is frequently uſed by 


Barons, that corrupter © of Chronicles. | 
But that Aede inſiſts on. moſt, (as others before him) is 

that Phraſe in Exſebius miaeu brwoebpunuarm ancient Edifices, Which 

how far .it may reach, faith he, let others judge. '/ - f, 

Belike he truſted:more 'to-this Readers: forwardneſs, to em- 
brace the - ſuſpicions this Phraſe! might raiſe, at firſt ſight in 
their minds, than his iown improvement of it; that he turns 
it off with ſo ſhort and ſlender a Remark, which in- ſhew was 
his moſt pregnant proof. '- Or knowing that ' Fuller had done 
his. beſt onthe Phraſe, waved- the ſpeaking further thereon, 
However, having ſpoken: ſofficiently, Ithink, to it in the for- 
mer Paragraph, I need fay nothing more in- this. 

But that Exſebius mentions there, and alſo c. 2, and 6. is 
very remarkable; and lets ns ſee, that tho Proſperity be de- 
fired of all, yet few can uſe it aright : fo that we may con- 
clude, if it were beſt for God's People, they ſhould enjoy it. 
For from Yaleriar's Perſecution to Drocleſtar's, the Church had 

a comfortable calm -( Amreliar's Edi& made for Perſecution, be- 
ing never ſigned by him, God having terrified him with 
Lightning (as Eutropins and Yopiſcus affirm) and ſo ftopt his 
wicked Tyranny.) But alas, inſtead of being better'd, they 


extreamly.degenerated : So-that Exſebius ſaith, God ſent - 


_ thatdireful ſtorm of Perſecution” on them-under Dyocleſiar, for 
the corruptnels of 'their. lives 'and manners. Afaxime vero 
Eccleftafticorum, in quorum vultu ſumulationem, mm corde dolum 
verbs fallaciam cernere licuit : livore, ſuperbia, inimicitiis inter ſe 


certantes, tyr annidem jotius quam ſacerdotium ſapere. videbantur ; 


Chriſtiane © pictatis omnino - obliti ;, - dryina myſteria profanabant 
potrues, quam celebrabanr, Which 1 forbear to Engliſh. Thoſe 
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that pleaſe may read more in Fox's Martyrdlogy in the-gth: 
Primitive Perſecution*® tho he miſreckon it, there having been 
no general Perſecution in Awrehar's Reign, who as he himſelf 
ſaith,rather intended,than moved Perſecution. © But for their wick-. 
edneſs followed; the 1oth.. When their Churches were demo- 
liſhed, their Bibles burnt, their Perſons puniſhed with all kinds 
of cruelty ; neither Courtiers, nor Friends, not the Empreſs 
Priſca, nor Daughter Yaleria ſpared; his Decree was ant 
Deos Gentilium, aut mortem eligerent ;, That the Chriſtians ſhould 
chooſe either the Heathen Gods or Death. | 

Of this Tenth and greateſt Perſecution, _ Exſebius in 
. his 8th Book of Hiſtory.  Lat#antius de mortibas Perſccutorum, 
from 7 to 49 Chap. wih the Notes in Latin of 1693, which. 
are 10 times larger than the Text. And Fox in his firſt 
book of Martyrology, from Exſebius and ſeveral others, have 
written largely ; which I ſhall not tranſcribe, but diſmiſs with 
this ſhort remark ; That of all the 10 general Perſecutions, 
this laſt (which was the ſoreſt, and continued above Ten 
Years,) only reached Ezgland; wherein Albanus firſt, and very 
many after, ſealed their Faith in Chriſt with their blood ; 
ſo that Chriſtianity was almoſt with the -Scriptures, and 
Churches deſtroyed throughout the whole Kingdom, tho ſhort- 
ly after revived by the bleſſed Conſtantine. 

Having now- examined all our Adverſaries Witneſſes we 
leave the Impartial Reader to judge of their validity; and 
whether they prove the Chriſtians to have had any publick 
appropriate places for. Worſhip in the two- firſt Centuries. 
Which tho undonbtedly moſt fit and convenient always ; yet it 
times of Perſecution, men muſt do as they may, and meet as 
ſecretly as they can, and. be conſtrained, often to change their 
meeting places, and when private Houſes, will not ſerve for 
ſecreſie, to ſeek out Vaults under ground, where they may 
worſhip God. . And yet not even in the moſt ſecret and retired 
places, without fear of their enemies, and danger of their lives ; 
which ſhews our happineſs in this regard, above theirs, who 
were much better than we. x | 

| There is but one ſcruple, - that I can imagine, remaining : * 
and that is, tho theſe places were private, yet they might be, 
as Mede terms them, appropriate. | 77 

To which 1 anſwer, that his firſt Argument for his Opinion, 

which immediatly follows, from their worſhipping —_— 
Ko F the 
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_ the Eaſt, implies that he'takes them: for Pubſick, and purpoſely 
built accordingly for that end. And (2). who ever diligently 
peruſes his Treatiſe, will ſee that 'he founds' their appropriation 
(as alſo their holineſs, of which in- the next Diſſertation) on 
their Conſecration, ( or as he ſometimes calls it - Dedication.) 
Now if we conſider when'this begun, Platina m witts Pontsf. 
rells us, That Teeſphoras having ſuffer'd Martyrdom, in the firſt 
year of 4ntomus Pius (which was about the year of our Lord 
142.) Hyginus an Athenian ſucceeded him. ' Who ordained. 
theſe two things. Firſt the vſe of thoſe Witneſſes we common- 
ly call Godfathers and Godmothers, in the Adminiſtration of 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm. Which was then, I confeſs, more 
neceſſary, by reaſon the generallity of thoſe amongſt whom the 
Chriſtians lived, were Heathens. And therefore in caſe the 
Parents, on whom it is incumbent to ſee their Children edu- 
cated in the Chriſtian Religion, came to die; they that 
were Sponſors, might take care to ſee them brought up 
therein. . Which Inſtitution . (as likewiſe Confirmation ) 1s 
now degenerated into a meer Formality : few regarding their 
ſolemn Engagements made for that end. And (2.) he or- 
dained alſo Templorum conſecrationes ;, the Conſecration of Temples, 
that or Churches, being the uſual Names, given to all places for 
Gods Worſhip, in after Ages. So that Corſecration being but 
introduced in the ſecond Century; if Mede takes it in the 
uſual ſenſe; his Opinion that There were appropriate Places 
for Chriſtian Worſhip both in the Apoſtles days, and ever ſince, 
falls to the Gronnd ; except-it can be proved, that ſome of 
them at leaſt, lived fo long. | 
But if he takes it for a private Houſe, or ſome room there- 
in, where the 'Church met together, as he ſeems in the- be- 
ginning, and by the expreſſions of the Church in their Houſe - 
then whenſoever any Owners thereof, gave leave for the 
Chriſtians to aſſemble therein, their permſſion was a Conſecra- 
ti02 thereof, whereby they appropriated the ſame to the 
Churches uſe; and ſo, according to his Tenets, employed 
them no more for their own Civil uſe, being appropriate to 
4 Sacred, Orelfſe ſome pious Chriſtians, gave their Houſes, 
as he thinks, and dedicated them to the Church for a Meet- 
ing Place, by which Dedication it was appropriated. But 
neither of theſe can be reaſonably imagined, Conſidering (1.) 
That we read of ſeveral that fo!d their Poſleſſions, for the 
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Maintenance of 'the Poor: but we read of none that: gave 
their Houſes to the Church for meeting in. (2.) The multi- 
tude of Chriſtians increaſing, many Houſes were requiſite to 
contain them, as we have formerly obſerved. (3.) How often 
12 thoſe: bloody Perſecutious, they were forced to ſhift their 
Meeting-Places, to ſhun the loſs of their Eſtates, Liberties and 
Lives, we may eaſily conclude. And laſtly, Had any either 
granted, or given any Houſe, or certain place, for ſuch an 
uſe, as therein conſtantly to aſſemble : they had thereby, with- 
out all doubt, been quickly diſcovered, certainly diſperſed, 
and often times moſt ſeverely puniſh'd. So ithat tho we are 
not. to -queſtion the readineſs -of many that” were able, nor 
their pious liberality: ſo we muſt alſo conſider' their Pru- 
dence, the times wherein they: lived, and what was moſt con- 
ducible to their preſervation, that they might not run them< 
ſelves on the rocks of 'deſtrudtion. 1119 


SECT. 9. 
Our Opponents beſides the Authorities mentioned, produce 
ſeveral Arguments for their Opinion ; whereof 3 are made uſe 
of by Mede, which we ſhall now conſider. 

Firſt, It's certain, faith he, That in their Sacred Aſſemblies, 
Chriſtians uſed then to Worſhip and Pray towards the Eaſt. 
Which how it could be done, with any order and-conveniency, 
is not eaſie to be conceived ; unleſs we ſuppoſe the places, 
wherein they worſhipped to have been ſituated and accommo- 
dated accordingly, that is choſen and appointed to that end. 
This he had touched on before, from Tertallian in the begiu- 
ning of the 3d Century ; for which no authoriry is vouched, but 
that only of the forged Apſtolical Conſtitutions, falſly aſcribed to 
Clemens. 

Here let me obſerve, whereas Mede ſaith to worſhip and pray, 
Bellarmine c. 3-de cultu ſand. rightly reſtrains to prayers only, 
and thoſe made publickly in the Temples. For having menti- 
oned ſeveral Authors for this, adds, Et omnes il: Veteres, qus 
ſeribunt Apoſtolicam eſſe traditionem, ut oremus converſs ad Orien= 
tem; id pracipue ſervari par eft, in ſolemnibus precibus, que fun- 
duntur in Templis : And all thofe Ancients which write, that "tvs 
an Apoſtolical Tradition, that we pray oy towards the Eaſt + 

_; 
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"that ought eſpectally to be obſerved in the folentn Prayers, which are 
made in Temples. by - > On | 
Secondly, Tho we grant this an ancient Cuſtom ; yet is it 
without. Command, or Examplein the Scriptures ; for Chriſt 
never required it, nor was it pradtiſed from the beginning of 
Chriſtianity. Where's the Proof they ther uſed ſo to Wor- 
ſhip ? Or when this Cuſtom firſt came-up? For as to -the 
Conſtitations, Tightlier to be- called #pocryphal than Apoſtolical 
_ (as we have formerly obſerved) they deſerve no. Credit at 

all. | x 
Thirdly, If this neceſſarily implies Edifices' ſo. ſituated, 
which I queſtion, and he ſuppoſes, (but hath not proved) then 
thoſe umgge, upper rooms, the exnaculum Stons, that upper 
rom in Sion, and private Houſes, which were the firſt Churches, 
be grants in the beginning of his Treatiſe, were all fo fitu- 
ate, which I hardly- think, | he himſelf thought. And much 
leſs that the Cemeteries and Vaults under Ground, which 
ſo many Authors mention for their Meeting Places ( as we 
- ſhall ſhew hereafter) were ſo: or had ſcch Light Eaſtward, 
more than from other Quarters of the Heavens. 

Fourtily, Bellarmine there treating of the: Form of Chri- 
ftian Churches, ſaith only, Tt plurimum eas ad Orieatem con- 
werſas fuiſſe, & quatuor latera habuiſſe, quibus quatuor Munds 
partes aſpicerent. That for the moſt part they were turned towards 
the Eaſt, and had four ſ1des, turned towards the four paxts of ths 
World. Likewiſe Walfridus Strabo de rebus Eccleſ. c. 4. faith, 
Majorem fartem Eccleſuarum ita fabricars ;, That the greatcr part 
of Churches were ſo made, So that by their ſaving, all were 
not ſo ; ſome might be round, as we have an ancient Church 
in Cambridge 10 built, which ſome ſay, was the uſual Form 
of the Jewiſh Synagogues, ſuch as the leſſer, at Amſterdam. 
And ſome fit2d otherwiſe than Eaſtward, as the Church of 
Antioch in Syria, as Socrates 1. 5. c.21. teſtifies. And if they 
were oblong, and ſtood Eaſt and Weſt, ſeeing they had-four 
ſides, *tis meant doubtleſs of the Chancel, which -was Eaſt- 
ward. Of which diſtinction in Churches ; when firſt it be- 
gan, Or who' was the Author thereof, is not ſet down by 
any Writers I have met with. Tho we know, in Conſtan- 
tine's time, when ſtately Churches were erected, this was 
aſed. Andif we take this in the firſt_ Ages, for private pla- 
ces, frequently Riled Oratories and Chappels, ſuch as hora 2n 

ouſes. 
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Houſes and. Vaults under Gronnd, or above in the open' Air ; 
to ſay their aſpet was Eaſtward, is to beg the queſtion, and 
cannot be proved, We may well imagine, thoſe built, were 
rather according tothe conveniency of the place, or pleaſure 
of the Founders. As the Chappels of Emanuel and Sidney 
College in Cambridge, which ſtood rather North and South. 
Tho the former hath now a new one built in Mode and 
Figure; and 1s no more to be derided, as formerly, by Cart- 
night, an Oxford Poet : ; 


\ 


Much like the Chappel Ominous, 
Of "th Colledge called God with us. 


Nor the other now in danger to be demoliſhed, as Mr. 
Mathews, an ancient Fellow thereof, told me, was in the days 

of A. B. Land, threatned therewith. ' es 
* IT confeſs Bellarmize brings ſeveral: Authors for this ſituati- 
on of Churches; but none that proves there was always ſuch, 
nor that they were all ſuch ; as alſo for the Ceremony of 
praying towards the Eaſt, for which he produces 5 reaſons, 
(ſuch as they are) I ſhall briefly repreſent them, to ſhew- the. 
ſorry grounds of this-praCtice, which takes away - the liberty 
Chriſt hath lefr us, to advance a Cuſtom of humane Conſtitu- 
tion, T 
1, Becauſe Paradiſe was in the Eaſt, and we. being here 
but ſtrangers, ſhould labour to regain our ancient Country, 
which we were caſt ont of, Which is produced by ſeveral 
other Papiſts, as the Opinion of the Fathers, and lately by the 
Learned Huetius c. 3. de fitu Paradiſ4. 

As if Paradiſe, where ever it was (the place thereof having 
puzzPrd fo many Learned Inquifitors) whether in or near 
Meſopotamia, or elſewhere, was not as well Welt to the Chri- 
ſtians beyond it, as Eaſt to us on this ſide. Or that we were 
to look after a Terreſtial Paradiſe, more than a Ccaleſtial, 
whereof that was but a Type. And as the -Saints in the Old 
Teſtament lookt from all parts toward the Temple, asa Type 
of our bleſſed Saviour ;- fo under the New, we are directed 
to look towards Heaven, - as the Habitation of our Heavenly 
ebay where Chriſt fits at his right hand to make Interceſſi- 
Of for. us, 
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- 2.” Becauſe the Sun riſing there; *tis the moſt excellent part 
-of the World. | ' ; 

But ſuppoſing its motion, doth it not continually ariſe in the 
ſeveral Horizons, to thoſe of the fame Latitude throughout 
the World and there ſet to their Antipodes ? - fo that the Eaſt 
of Jeruſalem, as Gregory explains it, muſt needs be Weſt, to 
the further parts of the World. And how can that be moſt 
excellent to any, which is equally alike to all ? | 

3. Becauſe Chriſt whom we Worſhip, is the kght of the 
world, Vir Oriens, the 7Man of the Eaſt. 

Its true that as the bleſſed God, is called lght, which of 
all creatures is the moſt pure: So Chriſt is called, the Sun of 
righteouſneſs, the light of the world, and the day ring from on high 
&c. But this is only metaphorically, in regard of his illumina- 
ting us, and not at all ro the place of Eaſt or Welt, North or 
South, all being equally alike to him for that end. 

4. Becauſe Chriſt was crucified with his Face Weſtward, fo 
that we look Eaſtward to behold his countenance. And he 
aſcended towards the Eaſt, and from thence ſhall come to 
Judgment. x : 

But where's the proof of that poſture in his . Crucifi&ti- 
on ? Not in the Scrpture ſure, And how ſhould the Chriſti- 
ans. beyond Jeruſalem.-pray towards his Face ſo, who lived in 
Perſia, and other Eaſtern Countries. Math. 24. 27. is meant 
of his Goſpel Diſpenſation, or his ſpeedy coming to deſtroy. 
Jeruſalem,as Hammond and Lightfoot think ; or by that Emblem 
to Judgment : the point of Eaſt in the Heavens, being no where 
ſo to all the World he is to Judge. - 

5- Becauſe the Jews prayed, and pray towards the Weſt, 
we towards the Eaſt; to ſignifie theirs to be the killing Letter, 
and ours the Vivificating Spirit, and that the Veil ſtill remains 
over their hearts, which we converted unto the Lord, have 
laide aſide. : 

T hat the Jews at the Temple looked Weſtward, was becauſe _ 
the Mercy-Seat, in the moſt holy Place was at the Weſt end 
thereof. But that they do fo ſtill, as Gregory alſo faith, I think is a 
miſtake;l never obſerved it in any of their Synagogues, tho have 
ſeen ſeveral, and their Worſhip : yet I never ſaw any People 
{o regardleſs therein as the preſent Generation of the Jews. 
But why may we not pray in the fame poſture with the Jews 
of old, which were Gods People, and had his direQion ? — 

| we 
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well as in the poſture of thoſe Gentile Idotaters that worſhip - 
ped the Sun (Exzek. 8. 16.) as the Perſians and many other 
Nations ? Truly if you will believe the: Cardinal, becauſe this. 
poſture ſignifies fo much more excellent things than the Jew- 
7/þ, which he there mentions; even the difference between 
the Goſpel and Chriſtianity, from the preſent Religion of the 
accurſed Jews, the Enemies of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, Here 
recommend me to the man that hath fo ſtrong Faith, as to 
believe a bare poſture can denote ſuch great things, to which 
it hath no tendency, or likeneſs at all. - 

But if any one hath liſt and: leiſure, to ſee a deal of dry 
Learning thrown away on this ſubje&. of praving towards 
the Eaſt; they may peruſe the 18th Chap. of Gregory's Notes 
on Zachary 6. v.12. Who had written alſo- a Treatiſe, he 
intituled Alkibla (z. e. the place toward which men worſhip 
as the Publiſher of his poſthumous Works acquaints us : the 
loſs whereof he laments, tho for my part, I think it not 

reat. | - 

: Before I paſs to another Argument, let- me {et down the 
Opinion of Strabo in the place fore-mentioned ; (an Author 
near 800 Years old, when Ceremonies and Superſtition were 
in Vogue, and near their Altitude) concerning the ſite of 
Churches Eaſtward. Et quia diverſitas Idololatrie, drverſis mo- 
dis Templa extruxcrat : non magnopere curabant illius temports 
ſti, quam in partem orationts loca converterent, dum tantum vi- 
deretur, ubi eliminate ſunt Damonum ſordgs., thi Deum creatorem 
omnium, qui ubique eſt, coli @& adorari, nd becauſe Temples were 
built after drvers manners, according to the different ways of Ido- 
latry : The righteous men of thoſe days, did-not much care which 
way the places of Prayer ſtood their conſideration being only this, 
that look where the filth and abomination of. Devils were caft -out of 

© Doors, there God the Creator of all, who 1s every where, might be 
worſtipped and adored, | 

Now that by the righteous men of thoſe. times, which 
| cared not which way they converted their places, or ſelves in 
Prayer to God, were the times of the Converſion of the Em- 
pire from Idolatry to Chriſtianity, is plain. by what preceds, 
c. 3. where he faith, After the time was come, wherem the true 
Worſhippers in Spirit and Truth, not in Jeruſalem only, or i the 
Hill of Samaria, that 15 not locally but ſpiritually, began to wor- 
ſhip the Father, and the Do@rine of Saluation went forth into all 
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Wations, according to the commandment of the Lord,” the Faithful 
began to ſeek loca munda, clear places (which he interprets by 
that which follows) and removed from tumults and affairs of 
men of carnal converſation, therein to celebrate pure Prayers, and 
the holy Myſteries, and the comforts of mutual edificatton. For 
tho we read in the Goſpel, the Diſciples were with the Believers al- 
ways in the Temple, or in ſome upper room, praiſing God, and 
giving themſelves to Faſting and Prayer , yet after the commg 
down of the Holy Ghoſt upon them, we read A& 1. & 2d chap. 
that they Celebrated Prayers and the Euchariſ® circa domos, 
from bouſe to houſe : and they met together not only within the 
City, in ſome houſe or other, but without alſo in ſecret places, as 
at Philippi, Acts 16.13. But when the number of Belieucrs was 
multiplied, they began to make their Houſes, Churches, as we often 
read in the Legends of th? Saints, Oftentimes alſo declining the 
rage of Pecrſecutors, they had their meetings in Vaults under ground, 
and in places of Burial, aud ia Caves, and deſert Mountains and 
Valleys. Then as the Miracle of Chriſtian Religion profited more 
and more ;, and the Devil looſing ground, as Chriſt gamed : New 
Oratories were built nor ſo only, but alſo the Temples of their Gods 
and Idols, with the abominable Worſhip thercof,, being thrown away 
and baniſhed, were changed into the Churches of God. 

It's true, that he diſlikes not praying towards the Eaſt, 
but gives reaſons for the congruity of it ; yet upon conſide- 
ration of the Temple at Jer«ſalem, that the Holy of Holies 
was. Weſtward, and that Solomon in's Prayer at the Dedica- 
tion thereof, turned his Face that way, he concludes, Hs @ 
alits exemplis edotti, cognoſcimus, non erraſſe illos, vel errare, qui 
Temphis vel noviter Deo conſtrutt1s, vel ab Idolorum ſqualore mun- 
datts, propter aliquam locorum opportunitatem, in diverſas plagas 
. altaria ſtatuer,nt ; quia non eſt locus, ubi non ſit Deus. By theſe 
and otber Examples, we learn that they who either in Temples new- 
ly built for God, or purged from the filthineſs of 1dols, did accord- 
ing to tie opport:inity of places, ſet Altars towards different Coaſts, 
. tid nothing erre, ſceing there 1s no place where God 15 not preſent, 
And accordingly proceeds to ſhew, that in the Temple built 
by Helena at Jeruſalem, upon Chriſt's Sepulcher ; and in the, 
Pantheon at Rome, converted to Chriſtian uſe ; as alſo, in St. 
_ Peter's Church there, Altars were Ere&ed, not only towards 

the Eaſt, but alſo, other Quarters .of the Heavens, And adds, 


Hac cum ſecundum voluntatem. vel neceſſitatem fucrint ta po 
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fita, improbare non audemus; So that tho he approves rather, 
of praying towards the Eaſt ; -yet profeſſeth, he dares not 
blame thoſe, who otherwiſe ordered the matter, and that not only in 

caſe of neceſſity, but of meer will and pleaſure. Concluding thus, 
 Unusquiſque in ſuo ſenſu abundet, prope eft Dominus omnibus, invo- 
cantibus eum mm veritate, Let every one abound in his own ſenſe, 
the Lord 45 near to all that call upon bim in Truth, T1 muſt add 
to all theſe, the Example of the Church of England, in read- 
ing the Liturgy, Miniſters Prayers, and Peoples practice z 
and further ſhew, that tho 2ede joins the poſition of Church- 
es and Prayers ; yet neither of theſe neceſſarily infer the other ; 
but I have run' out too far on this Argument already. 

The ſecond is drawn from the Diſcipline of the Church, 
which required diſtin& and regular places in their Aſſemblies, 
for Penitents, Auditors, Catechumens and the Faithful ; which 
argues, they had places accommodated for that purpoſe 

We had this Argument before, in the middle of the Third 
Century, where we anſwered the ſame; and therefore ſhall be 
briefer here. ; " | Ki 

Where I fhall not inſiſt upon it» That diſtinftions might 
be made in private Houſes or Places; tho not ſo well or great 
as in publick Churches. - Nor deny the authority of that ob- 
ſcure Epiſtle ; however called Canonical, of Gregorins .Neoce- * 
farienfis, which was. a little before alledged for this Diſci- 
pline, and alſo conſidered. But roundly anſwer, that no ſuck 
diſtiaftion of places can be proved in the days of the A oltles, 
or an hundred years after. It's therefore a ſtrange inference, 
that if there were ſuch different places, for the ſeveral ſorts of 
Church Members, in Gregory's time ; which was about 250 
years after the Nativity of our bleſſed Saviour ; ' that there 
were ſuch in the Apoſtles days, and ever ſince ; as our Ad- 
verſaries would perſwade us. ' But they muſt have ſtronger 
reaſons than theſe, before they gain our aſſent. For who 
ſeeth not, that ſuch diſtinQion of places is more fit for times 
of Peace than Perſecution ( ſuch as were moſtly the firſt 309 
years of Chriſtianity) wherein men muſt be content to do as 
they may, and can, ſeeing they cannot do as they dekre. }.. 

The Third Argument is drawn from the Example of the 
Synagogues and Proſencha's of the Jews, wnoſe Religion was 
as contrary to the Empires, as the Chriſtians, and. yet 1n their | 
diſpertion amongſt- the Gentiles, had appropriate places _ ; 
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' the exerciſe, thereof, Who can believe that ſuch a Pattern 
ſhould not invite the Chriſtians to an imitation of the ſame, 
tho we ſhould ſyppoſe there were no other reaſons to taduce 
them, 'but that of ordinary conventency. 

This Reaſon ſuppoſes the Chriſtians might do, as the Jews, 
who built them Synagogues in thoſe Cities where they relid- 
ed ;- having a legal Tolleration for the exerciſe of their Reli- 
gion ;* whereas the Laws of the Empire were againſt the Chri- 
_ ſtians, Which makes me wonder fuch Learned Men, as Fuller 

Aede and others, that could not but know ſo. much ſhould 
produce this Plea for their . Opinion, Juſt as if they ſhould 
argue, The Jews in many Popiſh Countries, build and enjoy 
their Synagogues, whoſe Religion- 1s more contrary to Po- 
pery than the Proteſtants; and therefore the Proteſtants ſhould 
follow their Example, and build themſelves Churches for 
their publick Worſhip. To which the anſwer is eaſe ; that ſo 
they would if they had the like Tolleration.But to what purpoſe 
ſhould they build up that which the Magiſtrates would throw 
down, and they ſhould never enjoy, but inſtead thereof be 
more perſecuted and pnniſht. Whence in ſeveral great Ci- 
ties, where there are ſome Proteſtants, Miniſters are ſent them, 
which they call, /#b Cruce, or ander the -Crofs of Perſecution, as 
the Learned Profeſſor Hornbeck was in his younger years in 
Collen, (where I have ſeen the Jews Synagogue) and others I 
have known at Ghent, and elſewhere, #cognito, or diſguis'd, 
exerciſing their Office with great ſecreſie, for their greater 
ſecurity. Not to - mention the Perſecutions the Chriſtians 
were under in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, when the Jews 
enjoyed the Liberty of their Religion : having ſpoken fome- 
thing thereof in the ſecond - Sefion, and ſhall more fully in the * 
following. | 

Nor let any one ſtop me, with objecting the many Thou- 
fands of Jews under Caligzla aud Claudius Reigns, - for their 
Tumults and Infurrefions: or the Wars in the Reigns of 
TVero and Peſpaſian, wherein eleven hundred thouſand per- 
iſhed, Jeruſalem taken and demoliſhed, with the Temple burnt. 
Nor after under e/lius Adrianus, about A. D. 130. who tho 
he built Jeruſalem, calling it eAl3a by his- fore-name, (as he 
did Adrianople by his other) © yet made miferable Havock of 
the: Jews and: their Country. For this was not by Perſecuti- 
on, but by open Wars with them for 6-Years together, _ 
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they bronght upon themſelves. The occaſion is faid: to be, 
qnod mutilare genitalia vctarentar, afma corripuerant ; - that being 
forbidden Circumciſion, they took: upþ Arms. - Inſtead of humbly. 
- addreſſing for a revocatiou,' they -betake themſelves to War- 
like CI ; being alſo ſet agog by Bencochab, who gave 
himſelf out for their Meſſias. In which Wars this 'their falſe 
Meſlias was flain; and more” Thoufands of the Jews, than 
the number of the 1ſrachtes that came out 'of ' Egypt,-as their 
Rabbins repoft; or as our Hiſtorians, five hundred thouſand, 
and a thouſand of their Villages burgt dowa to the Ground. 


SECT. 10. 


"Having now Anſwered their Reaſons, We ſhall proceed to. 
lay -down ſeveral Conſiderations for the corroborating our 
Aſfrtion, Which amount not to a Demonſtration, I confeſs, 
That there could be no publick. Places eretted, for the Exer- 
ciſe of the Chriſtian Relspron, in the two Firſt Centuries; yet 
compared with our Adverfaries. Arguments, will render our 
Cauſe much more probable, and weigh-down theirs ſo clearly, 
as to ſatishe all unprejudiced Readers. 53-53 

1. Let's conſider the State and Condition of the World as 
to Religion, when our bleſſed Saviour, after his ReſurreQon, 
ſent forth his Apoſtles to Preach the Goſpel to. all Nations, 
In which were two ſorts of Men, Jews and Gentiles; of whom 
*tis hard to ſay, whether were the' more implacable Enemies 
to the Chriſtian Religion, and the Profeſſors thereof. - + 

As for the Jews, what Calumnies and Tumults did they 
raiſe againſt the Chriſtiars, not only in Jadea, but whereſo- 
ever they reſided ; accuſing their-Doarine as Blaſphemons, 
their Perſons as FaQtious and Seditious, and ſetting up a new 
King inſtead of Ceſar. And where they had no power to 
Perſecute them, they-ſtirred up the Magiſtrates in the Empire 
to do it, as we find frequently in the Ads of the Apoſtles, 

And as to the Gentiles, what Ignorance, Wickednefs, and: 
abominable Idolatries they lived in, Scripture hath abundantly 
declared. God having in times paſt ſuffered mivre rs Tirn- all the 
Gentiles, rather than as we Tranſlate it, all Nations, to walk 
' #n their own ways, Ads 14. 16, For. the Jews had- the way of 
Salvation made known to them ; butthe Gentzes ways were in 
groſs Idolatry, ſetting; up to OI multiphcity of —_ 
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whom they worſhipped and ſerved ; although ſome of the 
wiſer ſort of them held one Supream, whom they. called-Jove, 
contracted from Jebova, me ardgarre Harry the Father both. 

of Men and Gods. And this their-Idolatrous Worſhip and 
© Religion was fo ancient, even from Time immemoriah, and 
fo univerſal in all the Nations of the: Gezties;, that none can 
imagine but the Goſpel, which oppoſed and condemned this 
wherever it came, ſhould have the utmoſt Oppolition, and-its 
Publifhers and Profeſſors Perſecutions,rather than a Toleration 
or Permiſſion to ſet vp a Religion 1n publick, deſtructive. of 
their own. | | . 

2. Conſider the Power of the Roman Monarchy, which was 
then at the height ; having Conquered. the greateſt part of 
. the Weſtern. Nations, both in Exrope and Africa, and: Eaſt-- 
ward as far as Euphrates, in which eſpecially. the. Goſpel was 
| to be Preached, though it was carried alſo into the remoter 
Parts elſewhere, over-which the Roman Eagle never ſtretcht 
ber Wings. In the City of Rome, T acitus Reports, H#ift. I. 11. 
there -were not fewer than. 694.4000. and what vaſt Nations 
were. then ſubje&t to its Empire, is ſufficiently known ; and _ 
what numerous Armies they conſtantly kept up. All whict 
Power was. Unanimous for the: defence of their Idols, and 
their Idolatrois Worſhip, againſt all Men and Means that 
would defame them, or tended to their Demolition. ; 

3. Conſider alſo, That at that time there was not only the - 
greateſt Power to oppoſe Chriſtianity, but alſo the greateſt in- - 
telleQual Helps and Means, Learning being then in its full Me- 
ridian of Glory, They had ſubtle Philoſophers for defending 
their Religion, -and as good Arguments for its Verity, as Bel- 

larmine, and the Papiſts, alledge for theirs, ſuch as Antiquity, 
Univerſality, Extent, Secceſſion of their Prieſts,. Proſperity, 
and the like. They had Eloquent: Orators to Plead their own, 
and Implead, Tertullus like, the Chriſtian Retigion; beſides the 
vaſt multitude of Prieſts, and thoſe imployed for-the training 
them up in their Idolatrons Worſhip, whereby they became 
prejudiced to the utmoſt againſt the Goſpel of Chriſt, eſpecially 
conſidering the nature and tendency thereof, either as to the 
Credenda or Agenda, things to be Believed or Practiſed, in- 
joyned therein, - ' 

For Sinners to be Saved by a Crucified Jeſus, might well to 
the Carnal and Unbelieving Jews and Gentiles be a Roan 
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Block, and acconnted Fooliſhneſfs ; as the RefurreQion of-the 
Dead, and other Articles of - our. Faith, ſtrange DoQriges: - 
And things. ſo contrary to Fleſh and Blood, as*Self-denial, 
Mortification,. Suffering. joyfully Perſecution, -and even Death' 
ic ſelf for Chriſt's ſake and the Goſpel, might well be accoun- 
ted hard Sayings not tobe born, but rather derided and re- 
ed, as indeed they were generally by the wiſe Men of the 
World. EIS s | y 

Nor let any here objett Mahbometiſm, for that was ſet up 
when the Empire was broken to pieces under Heraclius, by the 
Irruption of the Barbarous Nations; and in Arabia, amongſt 
an ignorant People, where few Chriſtians were, and no Leary- 
ing, but ready to embrace any Innovations, and receive any 
- Impreſſions of Religion, eſpecially ſuch a Senſual one as the 
Alcoran holds forth ; when there were neither Men of Know- 
ledge and Parts to oppoſe it, nor Princes of Power to perſecute 
it, but worldly Power to ſet it up and ſupport ir. So that *tis- | 
leſs wonder that foon grew publick: Whereas it was quite 0- 
therwiſe with the Goſpel, which was neither ſet up, nor car- 
ried on, by Might and Power of Arms, but by the Spirit of the: 
Lord accompanying it all along, where it was carried, to make 
it Efhcacious. | 

4. Conſider how ſtrongly Gentiliſm was guarded by Laws: 
For all Nations, though they had ſeveral 1do] Gods, and Wor- 
ſhip, yet accounted their Religion to be of a Divine Original : 
As -the Romans from the Goddeſs Eperia, and others from 
fome God or Goddeſs they Worſhipped : and would never 


ſuffer their Gods to be diſhonoured, or their Rites of Wor- : 


ſhip, how Ridiculous ſoever, to be defamed by any amongſt 
them, though Foreigners they. could not hinder, did; as the- 
Romans, the Jews and Egyptians eſpecially. I ſhall not abuſe 
the-Reader's Patience, in citing Hiſtories and - Poets for theſe 
things, they are ſo many, and fo well known ; nor how they 
always provided by their Laws, Security for their own, and 
Prohibition and Penalties againſt other Religions. The Ro- 
mans, by the Laws of the 12 Tables, forbad- 


Nequis alios inducat. Deos, ſed Patriam ſyve Romanam' Religionem 
{equatur.. 
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That none ſhould introduce other Gods, but fallow the Country's, or 
' Roman Rehgion, and that wnder ſevere Penalties, Of which Ci- 

cero,l.2.de Legibus largely.By vertue of which Laws alone,many 

Chriſtians were extreamly puniſh'd by the Pretors, and Preſi- 

dents of Provinces, and put to Death, without any EdiQs 

from the Emperors ; though where theſe were added to en- 
force their Execution, Perſecution was much more fierce and 

cruel: And this appears plainly by Pliny's Epiſtle to Trajar ; 

who having Condemned and Executed many by the Laws of 

the Empire, deterr'd at length by the multitude of thoſe that 

were to be puniſhed, Conſulted the Emperor what he ſhould 

do in that caſe, - the Emperors having power to Suſpend Exe- 

cution, though not to Abrogate the Laws, which Senatus Po- 

puluſq; I Principes Romani decreverant ut. non fint Chriſtiant : The 

Roman Senate, People and Princes had decreed, as that no Chri- 

ſtians be tollerated. Another early Law made by the Senate, 

mention'd by Exſebius, 5. 21. Non debere demitti Chriſtianos que 

ſemel ad Tribunal weniſſent, niſi propofitum mutent : - That the 

Chriſtians which once came to publick Tryal, ſhould not be diſmiſt, 

except they changed their Religion, 

5. Conſider the Policy of the State, which was againſt Tol-” 
lerating any diverſe Religion amongſt them, and much more 
a contrary to their own. As the Chriſtian, which wholly 
changed the Face of the World, accounted their Deities Idols, 
and their-Devotion groſs Idolatry ; which was therefore judg- 
ed dangerous for raiſing Tumults and Commotions among 
the People, which might end in Civil Wars for Religion :: So 
that they Unanimouſly concluded it beſt for the Publick Safe- 
ty, to Extirpate Chriſtianity, and the Profeſſors thereof. Yea, 
ſo Jealous were they, that all Societies, or Conventions, were 
forbidden, as appears by 42. & 43. Epiſt. Plizj, 1. 10. And . 
much. more of Chriſtians, as Ep. 98. Acquaints Trajay, How 
the Chriſtians forbore poſt ediftum meum, quo ſecundum mandata 
tua beterias efſe vetueram:; After my Edit, whereby I forbad,ac- 
cording to your Command, all Conventions of Societies. 

This Conſideration of State-Policy, hath been the great Ar- 
gument and Engine in all Ages for Perſecution ; infomuch, 
that ſome Chriſtian Writers of, Politicks, upon this account, 
jJuſtifie the Heathens, and Popiſh Inquifition ;, though S. Fames 
calls this Wiſdom earthly, ſenſual, dewilliſh, quite ——_— 
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that from above, which is, firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle and 
caſie to be intreated,” full "of mercy, &c: And oh ! that it had 
not prevail'd amongſt Proteſtants, to the great Scandal of the 
Prince of Peace, and his peaceable Goſpel, which they profeſs ! 
It was far more tollerablke in the Gertites, who had only the 
Light of Nature for their Guide; as the Romans, who yet 
tollerated the Nations they Conquered, to retain their Reli- 
gion, not only Gentik/m, but Judaiſm alſo, both in Judea, and 
in their diſperſion in the Romar Territories: the Jews having 
before ſubmitted to the Roman Government, and become their 
Tribataries, when Subdued by Porpey. By reaſon whereof, the 
Chriſtians coming from Jeraſalem, and paſſing in the Empire, a 
. whileat the firſt for Jews, whoſe Synagogues they uſed then to 
frequent, paſſed undiſcerned, without Perſecution , *till after- 
wards that they were diſcovered, and then both Fews and 
Gentiles became their implacable Enemies, thoſe frequently ſtir- 
ring up theſe (as we read inthe As) to Perſecute them. For 
they both accounted them ſetters up of a ſtrange God and Re- 
ligion, in their worſhipping Chriſt, whom they both took 
for a meer Man, whom their - Anceſtors had: Crucified; and 
' that the Goſpel tended to overturn both their Religions, and 
ways of Worſhip ; which will yet more evidently appear, by 
that which 1a the next place follows; | : 
. 6. Conſider the many and grievous falſe Accuſations brought 
againſt the Chriſtians, which greatly incenſed all ſorts of Peo- 
ple againſt them. 'They were accuſed of Atheiſm, and all man- 
ner of Impiety, as -killing and eating Children, Inceſt, and 
impure Mixtures, Magick, and every Evil almoſt that might 
render them odious, which may be read in the Primitive Fa- - 
thers, Greek and Latine, in their- Apologies for Chriſtianity ; 
ſummarily mentioned in Spencer's Annotations on the Firſt Book 
of Crigen. So that the Chriſtians for their Impiety, were ac- 
counted the Cauſe of all thoſe publick Calamities that befel 
the Empire. If there was a Famine, Peſtitence, &'c. the- Peo- 
Ple cryed out Chriſtizanos ad Leones, caſt the Chriſtians to the Li- 
ons, as Tertwl. Apol. c. 40. Cypr. Ep. 75. and others. So when 
Rome. was taken by Alaricus, It was imputed to the Anger of 
the Gods, for the contempt of their Religion ; which occa- 
| honed S. Auſtin to write that excellent Book de civitate Der, 


and Orofzus his Orcheſtra, for the Refutation of their Heathen- _ 


ih Folly, which was fo great, that they ſtill thought to 4 | 
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peaſe the Anger of their Gods, with the Blood of the Chriſtiavs. 
Nor were they leſs traduced for being Enemies to the State, 
"and ſuch as turned the World upſide down ; notwithſtanding 
all their peaceable Demeanour under the Civil Government ; 
becauſe they would not Pray to their Idols (though they did 


to Almighty God) nor offer Sacrifices to them for the Proſpe- - ; 


_ rity thereof. | 
In like manner alſo-were they Accuſed, for being Rebels to 
- their Emperors; becauſe they refuſed to frequent their So- 
lemn Feaſts and Speftacles for their Victories; nor wonld- 
Swear, as others did, by their Gemus ;, nor give them Divine 
Honours, by offering Sacrifices to them, together with their 
Idol Gods. For as Julius Ceſar, as Suetonius tells us in his 
Life, c. 76. Decerni /1bi paſſus eſt, Templa, Aras, ſimmulachra, 
quxts Deos : Suffered Temples, Altars and Images, to be De- 
creed for bim near the Gods. So his Heathen Succeſſors in the 
Empire continued the ſame, as may be ſeen in Pliny's Epiſtle 
to Trajan. Hence they were called Sacrilgi, Sacriligious, and 
Lawleſs, becauſe this Worſhip of the Gods and Ceſar, was by 
Law Eſtabliſhed: Yea, the Enemies. of Mankind, becauſe by 
their Contempt of the Gods, they brought Miſertes upon the 
World. _ . , | 

So that being accounted by the Heathens Enemies of their 
Gods, and Religion, their State, Emperors, Laws, Mamers, and 
all Mankind : .No wonder if they became the obje& of publick 
Hatred, according to that of Tertwl. 1. Scorp. c. 11. Odio habe- 
amur ab omnibus hominibus nomints cauſa, We are hated of all Men 
for the Name of Chriſtians, and his, and Athenagoras, and Ju- 
' ſtin, likewiſe in their Apologies, asJour Saviour had foretold, 

AAatth, 10, 22. SO 24. 9. and Luke 21. 12. | 

And it had been happy for after Ages, ſince the World 
turn'd Chriſtian, if theſe Calumnies had not been uſed, to re- 
preſent the beſt ſort of Men, as Enemies to Princes and States, 
who conld not in Conſcience comply to worſhip the Image they 
{et up. How hayemnot only Papifts under ſuch Pretexts, all 
along Perſecuted all that would not ſnbmit- to their 1impious 
Impoſitions, but even Proteſtants alſo; frequently for ſinall 
Matters, all fuch as refuſed to Dance after the Fidle of the 
Times. | | 
- 7. Let us further conſider the Temporal Intereſt of moſt, 
which carries all before it, with thoſe that regard not their 
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Spiritual and Eternal :- The whole World torning continually 
upon the Hinge. of Self-Iatereſt. And herein the vaſt number 
.of thoſe ingaged thereby againſt the Chriſtians ; ſome for pre- 
ſerving the Dignities and Revenues they had, and others for 
Augmeating them, | | 

Of the former ſort were the ſeveral Religious Orders of 
Prieſts, or Flamines, and Augurs or Prognoſticators, with the 
whole Rabble. that depended on them. Which muſt needs:he 
many, conſidering, the: multitude of Places and: People, as allo 
of Idols and Temples they were to ſerve, by performing their 
Religious FunQions in Sacrifices, Luſtrations and Supplications. 
All which had great Credit, as 1n all Religions ſuch have, , eſpe- 
cially amongſt an Tggorant and Syperititious People. - And un- 
derſtood very well, that Chriſtianity, ; would ruine at once all 
their Offices, Honours, and . Profit. Knowing - that thereby 
their Gods would be derided, their Worſhip. neglected, their 
-Oracles remaining contemned, and proved often falſe ; many 
-of them being already filenced ; which the learned Platarch 
both confeſt and wondred at in's Book de defefu Oraculorum, 
amongſt his Works, and'with Camararius's Notes alone, ' Which 
Conſideration ſtopt two-of the Heathen Emperovurs, which had 
moſt kindneſs for Chriſt, if we may believe Lampridias in the 
Life of Alexander Severus, who writes thus. Chriſto ( Alexan- 
der) Templum facere voluit, ecumque inter Deos recipere. Quod 
et Adrianus cogztaſſe fertur,: qui Templa in omnibus. Civitatibus ſine 
fſamulachris juſſer at fiert - & hodie idcirco, quia non, babent nu- 
mina, dicuntur Adriani, que 4lle ad boc paraſſe diccbatur : Sed 
probibitus eſt ab 415, qui conſulentes ſacra, repererant omnes Chri- 
ſtianos futuros, ſi id optata eveniſſet, & Templa Reliqua deſercnda. 
Alexander Severus would have made a Temple for Chriſt, and re- 
.cerve him amongſt the Gods. i Which Adrian, alſo is ſaid to have 
determined, who had commanded Temples to.-be made in all Cities 
without Images ; which therefore ſtill, becauſe they have no Gods, 
are called Adrian's ;' which He was ſaid to have prepared for this , 
but was prohibited by thoſe, who conſultins the Oracles, found all 
would turn Chriſtians, if that had happened well, and alt other Tem- 
ples would be forſaken, +. ; | os, 13 1 bo 

Of the latter Sort, that were for augmenting their Eſtates, 
were eſpecially the Magiſtrates, both Supream and Snbordi- 
nate. For knowing they might gain, by the Execution of the 
Laws: Thoſe eſpecially that were Superſtitious, Covetous, and 
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CrueT, were thereby induced to-fly-upon the Spoil, by confiſ 
cating the Eſtaves'of Chriſtians, who mdwed &' great fight of "Af- 
fliions ;, were made a gaziig Stock bith \'by Reproaches and Afﬀii- 
ions ;, and were Companions of themt that were ſo nſed, and took 
joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods, Heb. fo. 32, 33,34. and elſe- 
where their Sufferings are et forth, comprizing their Loſſs : 
Yea, even Felix the Governour hoped to have got Mony from 
poor Paul for his Freedom ;' and comimuned with him* oftner 
for this End, thinking belike, that His Friends would- contri- 
bute thereto, As 24. 26. So that Temporal Intereft inga- 
ged all Officers, Sacred and Civil, to prevent and ſuppref6 
Chriſtianity, and the Profeſſors thereof, Poe 25 FS 

8.. To all the former Conſiderations,” which ſuggeſt fafficient 
Reaſons for the Chriſtians to keep themſelves as- private as 
poſſible, we may add ſeveral other Particulars. © * 

As the vaſt Multitude of their Enemies, whoſe extream pre- 
judice againſt Chriſtianity, and inveterate hatred of the Chri- 
ftians, ſtirr'd them up frequently- to raiſe Popvlar Tumults 
againſt their Perſons, Families, and. Societies ; as we read in 
the 4&s of the Apoſtles, and other Authors. CIS A RIOL DT 

And if the People were ſuppreſt by the Magiſtrates from 
exorbitant Violence, they had always Liberty to accuſe them 
and bring them to Tryal. And ſuch was their Malice an 
Rage. that ſometimes they hurried them by Violence | before 
their Rulers; and ſometimes exhibited Multitndes in the ſame 
Libel; or Accuſation. Then were they ſtriftly examined, and 
put to purge themfelves upon Oath. * 'And if they denied, were 
commanded, for further Proof thereof, not: only to Worſhip 
and Sacrifice to the Idol Gods and Emperonrs, but alſo to- 
eurſe Chriſt. And if they confeſt, were certainly condemned 
to Puniſhment, which was of ſeveral kinds, molt uſually Death. 
Altho no other Crime was alkdged or proved then their Chri- 
ſtianity. Their: Chriſtian Conſtancy, termed' inflexible ob- 
ſtinacy, was judged fufficient ground for their Condemnation. 
Of which the Primitive Fathers Apologies, and Tliny's Epiſtle 
to. Trajar, inform vs ſufficiently.” | | 

And if they were bronght to a Publick Tryal, where lefs. 
Tumultuouſneſs, and more legal Proceedings were nfed: Yet 
how little Hopes they could have, of eſcaping the utmoſt Se- 
verities of the Laws againſt them, may be eaſily imagined, ſee- 
ing all that Tryed'them, as well as thoſe that Accuſed them, 
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were their implacable Enemies. : For; when an Accofation'was © 
brought in, the Pretor in ome, and the Proconſul or Supream 
Goyernour in the Provinces, having appointed -the "Time- of 
Tryal, then came and fate 'on the Tribunal, and the Judges 
choſen by Lot ( more or fewer, according to the Quality of 
the Cauſe ) fate on Benches. And all the Favour the Accuſed 
had, was to. Object againſt thoſe he thought good, ( as we are 
wont in England of the Juries ) which the Accnſer had like- 
wiſe Liberty to do; and the 'number of thoſe reje&ted being 
again ſupplied by Lot, the Cauſe was pleaded, and the Judges 
gave Sentence, by Capital Letters in Tables, A. abſolvebat, 
abſolved. GC. condemnabat, condemned, N, L. non liquet, Its 
rot manifeſts, As our Juries pronounce, Guilty, or Not Guity, 
or 1gnoramus. I know the manner of the Grecians paſſing Sen- 
tence was otherwiſe, by caſting ſmall ſtones into an Urne, 
the White and whole ſignifying Abſolution, the Black and Ho- 
led Condemnation. But this only by the by. 

Having thus laid down ſo many Conſiderations, to ſupport 
our Aſlertion; I.-ſubmit them to the Judgment of all impartial 
Readers, if they do not preponderate our Opponents Reaſons 
for theirs ; and proceed in the laſt Place, to produce ſeveral 
Teſtimonies, for Defence of the Truth we have laid down, and 
undertaken to prove, 


SECT. 11. 


We come now to alledge ſeveral Teſtimonies to make good 
our Poſition ; which we ſhall take from ſach Authentick Au- 
thors, as are beyond all Exceptions; and not ſuch ſpurious 
ones, as ſeveral that have been brought againſt us. 

And for the more diſtin& proceeding herein ; we ſhall re- 
drce them to theſe three General Heads. \M 

t. Such as ſpeak of the Perſecution of the Primitive Churches ; 
whereby any one may judge, whether they were in a Conditi- 
on ſuitable to the injoyment of certain appropriate Places, call 
them Oratories, Churches, or as ſome of our Opponents falſly 
Temples ( for that Name came not in for them, till the fourth 
Century) if you pleaſe ; much leſs to build fuch pubtickly in 
the firſt Ages, for their conſtant worſhipping in. * 

2. Such as declare, that for two hundred Years at leaſt they 
had no ſuch, as our Adverſaries avouch, CO 

H 3 3. What 


Cn 

3. What kind of Places they then aſſembled in; Which were: 
the moſt Private they could find or contrive for their Security. 

As- to the firſt of theſe, concerning the Perſecution of the 
Primitive Chureh, mentioned in the Aas of the: Apoſtles ; 
we have ſpoken ſomething already in the ſecond SeQtion ;. and: 
ſhall therefore proceed to that part of :Nero's Reign, that im- 
mediately Succeeds. For St. PawPs coming to Kome, about the- 
fifth of that Emperour, and Impriſonment there for the ſpace 
of two Years, concludes the 4&s. There he found a flouriſh- 
ing Church, as appears by c. 1. v. 8. of that admirable Epiſtle: 
he had Written to them, between two and three Years before. 
Whether Founded by thoſe Strangers of Rome that were at: Je-- 
ruſalem in the Day of Pentecoſt, Ads 2.10. Or by thoſe men- 
tioned inthe 16. Chapter of his Epiſtle, or joyntly by them all, 


I determine not : But that it was not by Peter, who had not . 


as yet been there, is apparent by the Series of Hiſtory, Du- 
ring his Impriſonment, he wrote ſeveral of. his excellent Epi- 
ſtles, as that to the Galatians ( a People inhabiting T anium 
peſſinunt, and Ancyra in Aſa) the Epbeſians, Philippians, Coloſ- 
ftans, Philemon, and as moſt think, even thoſe that were la 
as that to- the Hebrews, and thoſe to Timothy. Tho? Dr: Cave. 
and others Judge, the firſt to Timothy was written. in's return 
to Rowe, and the ſecond in the Year following. For both, 
ſome Places of Scripture, and many Ancient Fathers teſtifie, 
that being releaſed after two Years'by Nero, he went and 
Preached the Goſpel, in the Eaſt, Italy, France, and Spain for 
about four Years, and being apprehended and brought again 
to Rome, was there Beheaded. For Nero now inraged at the 
increaſe of the number of Chriſtians, and the decreaſe of- the 
Worſhippers of the Idol Gods, made that bloody Decree, 
Ouiſquis Chriſtianum. ſe cenfitetur, tanquam generis bumani  convi- 
Gus boſtis, fine ulteriore ſui defenſzone, capite-PleFitor, Whoſoever 
confeſſetb himſelf to b: a Chriſtian, ſhall as thereby a convitted Enemy 
of Mankind, without. any fur:ber Defence of bin: ſelf, looſe bis Head: 
And Orofazs 1. 7. c. 7. Primus ( Nero) Rome Chriſtianos ſuppli- 
ciss & mortibus affecit ;, ac per omnes Provincias pars Perſecutiore 
excruciariimper avit ; ipſumque nomen extirpari conatus, &c, Nero 
wes the firſt at Rome, that puniſhed the Chriſtians, and put. them 
to Death; and commanded that through all the- Provinces, they, 
ſhouid be tormented with like Perſecution :, and endeavoured to extir- 
pate the very Name of Chriſtians. Where Note, that _ all 
| Authors 
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Avthors generally make him the firſt Perſecator of the Chri- 
fians, it-muſt either be underſtood, as firſt of the Emperors 
or. the firſt general Perſecution, after the Conſtitution 0 
Churches amongſt the Gentiles, which is uſually reckoned. from 
our Saviours ' Aſcenſion, the Time of twenty five Years to 
Aero, For that both particular Perſons, and the Church at 
Feruſalem, were perſecuted before Nero's. Time, is manifeſt 'in 
the Ads of the Bleſſed Apoſtles, ' 

There is a Paſſage in.Tacits Annals, I. 15; c. 44. tranſcri- 
bed by Sulpicins Severus, 1. 2. Hiſt. very remarkable, for Con- 
gruity with Scripture, and clearing ſome Places therein, 
Which I ſhall therefore, tho* ſomewhat large, relate, and im- 
prove. 

Having ſet forth the burning of Rome; attributed-to- Nero, 
AAbolendo - rumori ſubdidit reos, & quaſitiſſumis penis affecit, quos 
per flapitia-invifos, vmulgus. Chriſtianos appellabat. Auitor nommis 
ejus Chriſtus, qui Tiberio Imperitante per Proconſulem Pontium Pi» 
latum ſupplicio affeFus erat. Repreſſaque in Preſens exitiabilis Su- 
perſtitio, rurſus erumpebat, now modo per Judzam, originem ejus 
mals, ſed per urbem etiam, quo cun(ta- undique: atrocia aut: pudenda 
confluunt, celeb7anturque. Jpitur primo correpti, qui fatebantur, de- 
inde judicio eorum multitudo imgens, baud perinde un crimine incendit, 
quam odio bumani generis convidi ſunt. Et pereuntibus addita ludi- 
bria, ut ferarum tergis conteth1, leniatu canum interirent,, aut CruCi= 
bus affixi, aut flamandi, atque ubi defeciſſet dies ;, in uſum noQFur- 
zi luminis uterentur, Hottos ſui ei ſpettaculo Nero obtulerat. Ne- 
TO to extinguiſh the Rumor of his Eurning the City, falſly accuſed, 
and exquiſitely tormented*thoſe, odious for their wickedneſs, . which the 
common People called Chriſtians. The Author of that Name 1s 
Chrift,, who in the Reign of "Tiberius, was executed by his Procon- 
ſo Pontius Pilate, Ard this Peſtilent Superſtition having been re- 
preſſed for a Time, broke out again, not on.y in Jadea, the Original 
of that evil, but alſo in the City of Rome, whither all hemous and 
ſhameful things from all parts flow together, and are had in Eſtima- 
tion, Fir(t therefore they were apprebended, who confeſſed ;, then a 
great multitude of them being diſcovered were convicted in Judgment, 
not ſo much for the crime of b:rning the City, as the haired of Mar-- 
kind. And mockerics added to their Deaths, they were covered with 
the. Stins of wild Beaſts, that they might be torn in Pieces by. Dogs, 
or Crucified, or Furnt, and when the Day was ſpent, they were uſed 
for Lights im the Night, Nero. had offered his Gardins for this 


Spectack. | Here 


C2. 

'Ylere we have the Heathens Opinion of Chriſtianity and 
Chriſtians : An Atteſtation to that great Article of our Faith, 
Chriſts Suffering under Pontius Pilate : And the Sufferings of 
his Servants ( for which I alledge the Place eſpecially ) "Theſe 
cauſed that Defe&ion of many, the Hiſtorian briefly touches in 
ſaying, this Pernicious Superſtition ( meaning Chriſfifnity ) was 
for a Time repreſt, That is, by thoſe former Perſecutions, we 
have frequently mentioned in Paws Epiſtles ( and alſo thoſe 
of James and Peter.) Whereby ſome forſook the Chriſtian Aſ- 
ſemblies, others apoſtatized from the Faith of Chriſt, againſt 
which the Apoſtle waras the reſt, Hebrews, 10. 23. tothe end 
of the Chapter. Others mixt Chriſtianity with Jzdaiſm 
( which was tollerated ) leſt they ſho#ld ſuffer Perſecution for the 
Croſs of Chriſt, Gal. 6. 12. Altho thoſe Sanguvinary Laws and 
Bloody Perſecutions that followed, had not as yet fallen on 
them, as Heb. 12. 4. ſhews, where the Apoſtle faith, Te bave 
not yet reſiſted unto Blood, For theſe were begun by Nero, a- 
bout the ſeventh or eighth Year of his Reign. I ſuppoſe, be- 
fore the Conflagration at Rome ( uſually reckoned the tenth.) 
but for theſe, ſee the ſeveral Notes on c. 2. of Lawantins, de 
mortibus Perſecutorum. Domitian about thirteen Years after 
Nero is made Emperor, who in Cruelty ſurpaſt him : Taking 
Pleaſure in beholding thoſe in Torments, nor ſparing ſome 
of his neareſt Relations. 

Confirmatiſſimam toto orbe Chriſti Eccleſiam, datis ubique crude- 
liſſme Perſecutionis Edifis, convellere auſus eſt umwverſali Per- 
ſecutione. Saith Orofius 1. 7. c. 7. That is, He adventured to 
pluck up by the Roots the Church of . Chriſt, that was moſt firmly 
ſettled m the nhole World, by univerſal Perſecution, EdiGs for moſt 
cruel Perſecutions every where being given out by bim. So that 
how privately ſoever the Chriſtians kept their Aſſemblies, moſk 
of their Paſtors were forced to fly, according to the Verſe of 
that Time, 


Urbibus antiqui Patres ſugfre rehdts. 


The ancient Fathers leaving the Citics fied. 


Trajzn about a Year and four Months after Domitian,- fol- 
lows in the Empire, under whom the Third General Perſecuti- 


on is reckoned. For that many Chriſtians ſuffer'd under him, 
by 


% 


C55) 


by his Governours executing the Laws againſt them'is manic 


feſt.” For, Suigas faith, Tyberiams the Preſident, of Syria writ 


him 'Word, Se.on eſſe parent Chriftiahis occidendss, 'eo quod” wire 


#li ſe neci offerrent. That be was not able, or ſufficient” for ling 
the Chriſtians, becauſe of their own Accord, they offered themſelves 
to Death, And Pliny his Proconful 'in Bithyniz, after he had 


prt many to Death, affrighted with' their Multitude, conſult-, 


ed the Emperor what was to be'done with them, in that excel- 
lent le 9 to Trajan, 1. 10. Epiſt. 98.. ( mentjoned by Tertud, 
in ol. Euſebius and others Y. which I ſhall not tranſcribe, be- 
ing in moſt Mens hands. Only let me obſerve, that ſo ſevere 


was the Perſecution, that many for fear, denied they were. 


Chriſtians, tho' they had been they confeſt, bnt had forſaken 
it, ſome of them ante plures Amos many Years before; and that 
after he had forbidden their Societies, according to the Empe- 
rors command,. they had forborn'them ; and having faithfully 
declared, their Manner of Worſhip, and Innocency of Life ; 
yet Trajan anſwers him, They ſhould not be ſought after, bur 
Connived at, exeage they were Accuſed and Convitted, a 
then if they perſiſted, they ſhould be puniſhed: ' Conquirends 
non fant : Si deferantur, & arguantur, puniends ſunt, by which 
occaſion, faith Enſebius, 1. 3. Hiſt. c. 33. Plurimi ex fidelibus 
muttiplicis Martyris certamen ſubjerant. Many of the Chriſtian ſuf= 
fered manifold Martyrdom. And thus I have gone through the 


firſt Age, and.” the Times of all the Apoſtles; St. Fob» who- 


out-lived all the reſt, till the third Year of Trajanr ( as Ireneus 
and Hierom affirm ) and dyed 100. or more Years of old Ape. 
From what's ſaid, let any impartial Man judge, If in the Apo- 


ſtles Times as well as ever ſince, the Chriſtians had ſuch Pla- - 


ces for Worſhip, as our Adverſaries contend for. 


I defign not a Hiftory, and therefore ſhalt not proceed ta- 


| the Gerleral Perſecntions that follows in the Second and Third 


Century, which together with the former, are generally count- 
ed Ten ( tho? differently reckoned ) that they may anſwer the 


Tea Plagues of Eyyjt, but by ſome Twelve in Number. In 
regard *tis needleſs; ſo many having related them at large, 
Euſebius eſpecially, at whoſe Torch moſt after him Light their 
Candles. And in our own Langoage Fox in the begtaning of 
his Martyrology. I ſhall only requeſt, the conſidering the Hi- 
ftory of thoſe general Perſecutions in the Roman Empire; and 


it will appear, that tho? they were not continual, yet the Chri- - 


ſtians 
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ſtians.in the firſt Ages had not any long time.of Repoſe, tho? 
ſome lucid Intervals ſometimes,; when the Afﬀairs of the Em- 
pire were diſturbed and. turbulent, ( as is uſual we know by 

odern Examples ) eſpecially: trom Commodas to Severus, and 
from Severus to Decinus. So that it was the wonderful Work 
of God, and Power of his Grace, that carried on the Work 
of the Goſpel, againſt all Oppoſition; and let the World ſee 
how vain the Attempts of Men were, agaiaft what Gods Hand 
and Counſel determined before ſhould come to paſs. As Ter- 
tul. in c. 5. Apolog. Cruciate, torquete, damnate, atterite nos---, 
Plures efficimur quoties mctimur 4 vobis, Semen eſt Sanguas Chri- 
ſttanorum, Torment, torture, condemn, break us to Pieces, The 
oftner we are Mowen down by you, the more we are made. The 
Blood of Chriſtians, 'is the Seed of the Church. And becauſe ſome 
pretend, the good Nature of ſome of the Emperors, and their 
peaceable Reigns-: It.is not denied, that ſome were far better, 
comparatively than others, as Nerva, Domitians Succeſſor, who 
recalled thoſe he had Baniſhed, as John the Evangeliſt, with 
many others, and acquitted the Chriſtians from the Rigour of 
the Laws. But Alas! this was but a ſhort Breathing Time, he 
having Reigned but four Months and nine Days above a Year ; 
ſo that it's ſcarce accounted ; nor ſome that were longer, no 
nor any, as the effect of their Clemency, but Reaſon of State, 
and their being imbarreſt in other Aﬀairs, or imbroiled in 
Wars, For this we have Tbh:odoref's evident Teſtimony, Af. 
L 1. c. 38. Quotquot Imperatores ante Conſtantinum M. . reg- 
narunt, contra Veriatis Profeſſores inſana rabie furere non defien 
runt. All the Emperors that Reipned before Conſtantine the Great, 
ceaſed not with mad Fury to Rape apainſt the Profeſſors of the Truth. 
So that we may conclude, there was no truſting to their Friend- 
ſhip, or Favour, further than their Temporal Intereſt, and 
their own Safety, and Security of the Government were con- 
cerned. And therefore ſmall Opportunity or Incouragement 
for Chriſtians injoying any publick Places for Worſhip conſtant- 
Iy, much leſs for Building any fſech. | 


SECT. 12. 


Here .occurs an -Obje&ion, made againſt the Greatneſs and 
Cruelty of theſe Perſecutions, by Reaſon of the Pancity 


of the Martyrs comparatively, with the common Opinion of 
their 


their great Mdctitades Which s eſpecially managed, 
my 0d Fried, the Leatuod Mr. Dore roy man, by 
| On-oN Cyprily. . 

'Bor-in-chis he feems not. only y-angular, but to. found bis O- 
platan upon a 20G Soradutiing that-bocunk: we Snd mor. $f 
many--mention'd in Antiquity, therefore. they were fewer, 


than we commonly account them: For ſome Preſidents af ; 
Provinces prahibited the reſerving the Records of the Mar-, - 
tyrs 'Iryals: And moſt of thoſe that were recorded, and :re- 
mained tothe Times of Chriſtian Emperors, afterwards :by 
the Irruption. of the barbarous Nations into. the Empire, 


' were loft. So that we, have little more than what _—_—_ 
- "had-gather'd up, and Publiſhed, in's Ecctehaſtical Hiſtory, and 
more particularly 1n two Books of of the Martyrs; the former 


a *Colle&ion of the Ancient my which is loſt. The - 
ſuffered in bis Tame. _ 
Beſides, *tis AN that great numbers were ſlain, -borh - 


by the. Maziftr gtes and People without any formal Proceſs of I 


latter of thoſe of Palaſtine that 


Law, and fo conld not be taken Notice of. . Propter 


onem torquetis. .. Canſa non juicata ſupplicia infertis, ſaith- 


Fuſtin 10's Apology, Upon our Confeſſion Torment us. Mb 
Judgment Fpvney, por of he Cauſe, you puniſh xs. . And-to:the 
fame Purpoſe, Tert«l. in Apologet. c. 37. | The Governours 
of Cities afhd Provinces, being ſtir'd -up by the Priefts and 
People; made no.great difficulty many Times, 'to Sacrifice 


them to the Popular hg For Things being carried often | 
by Tumults, many were flain quaſi jure Bell, as if it” were. .- 


in War, ſometimes- 10, 20, 30, 60, and fometimes 100, 
Men and Women - with their little ones. were Maſlacred in 


*n Day,: 2s Euſebins tells us, 1. 3. c. 33: and 1. 4. .c. 8. and. 


_ 1. 8.6. 9. of his Hiſtory. 


Infomuch *that the Emperors were: forced: to give Orders - 


for reſtraining them, -as Hadriaz Ne quis poſtbac ſive 'objeti: 


.criminis & legitima accuſatione condemnaretur. Let none bereaf- 


ter be condemned without. ſetting forth the Crime, and a legal 
Accuſation, Norcare we to- ws. Ep the Perſecutions, .or num- 


ber: of Martyrs, by the Emperors Edi&s ; for is evident, - 


the Roman Rulers and Governors, waited -niot for any fuch 

Decrees,. but when any were Accuſed, they Tryed, Con- 

.demn'd and Executed them, according *to the Laws inſt 
as | agp 
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againſt them. This is evident by 7liay's Proceeding, when 
he was Proconſul in Pontus.. and, Bithynia, without Trajans 
Order. Yea, .under ſome of the Emperors that more favour'd 
the Chriſtians; as Mexander. Severus, through his Mother 
 \Mammea's Perſwaſions,” though they emitted no Edias for 
gone their Perſecution, many Martyrs ſuffered: int they 
eigns, 7” WED 2 EC HR 
_ >= But this-Queſtion relating to Matter of Fa@, cannot be 
determined otherwiſe, than by having recourſe to the Hiſto- 
rians and Ancient Fathers that have written of thoſe Times. 
Which whoſoever petuſeth, may ſoon ſee that. vaſt Army- of 
glorious. Martyrs, which may aſtoniſtt him, and fill him- with © 
Admiration of their Chriſtian Fortitude, under ſuch direful 
Sufferings as they underwent. - | | 
It would be endleſs-to recite their Sayings, for the great 
number of Martyrs. 1n the Third General Perſecution there 
were .innumerable Martyrs. The Aenologia Gracorum ſay, 
Decem millia Chriſtianorum in-onte Ararat. cyuci ſuffixa ſub 
-Trajano.- That there were ten .Thouſand Chriſtians Crucified un- 
- der 'the Reign of Trajai: in the Mountain of Ararat. In the 
Fourth under Adrian, Paſſim Hartyrum millena, there were fre- 
quently Thouſands of Martyrs. And {o in the following,- many 
thouſands in the general, are reckon'd "by ſeveral Authors. 
Chytreus in's. Hiſtorical Kalender, reports from the fore-men- 
tion'd Menology, 28 Decembris bis decem- -millia Martyr um 
i Nicomedia uſtorum, That 0n' the 28th. of December Twenty 
- Thouſand were burnt in Nicomedia. And if ſo. many on- one 
Day, what numbers in ſo many Years? And-if ſo many in 
one Place, how great muſt the number be 3a all Places ? But 
we muſt not ſtay vpon Particulars. ' Eſeb. . 5. faith under 
the Emperor Antoninus, Innumerabiles prope Martyres. per uni- 
verſum -orbem enituiſſe'; That Martyrs almoſs ipnumerable, were 
famons throughout: the World. And it- in the-Fifth Perſecution 
( as that's uſually reckon d-)- alone, were ſo many, what were 
there in.all the Ten or Twelve ? Prudentius Hymno Xi, 1. de 
Coronis, ſaith, Innumeros 7Aartyres Rome 1gnotos fuiſſe; That 
there were innumerable unztown Martyrs' at Romnie;, and if-at 
Rome alone, what 'in the whole Empire? ,.- I 96 
- And of them all Cyprian faith, 1. de Exbort, ad Martyr. 
Now *poſſe numerari Martyres Chriſtianos Novi Tan; 
T bat 
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That the cms ap of the New Teſtament cant be. | -. 
' numbred.” "And' St. ee of often  in's 'Sermons- de” _ £ | 
mentions the' millia Martyrim, Thouſands of Martyrs : 7 
Trad. 113. in Joh. innumerabiles, innumerable: : 
IT hall only further recite what Fox, |, I. p. 44: Girh from: | 
_ an Ancient 'Avthor, | Hierom or Heliodorus, where he makes this - 
Calculation. ” Niultus efſet Dies, qui_non_ ultra quinque milliuns 
mumerum Martyrum,, reperiri poſſet aſcriptus, excepto die » Calen- 
darum Januar, 3.e. There is no" Day tm the whole Year, unto - 
which-more" than" the number of five ſand Martyrs cannot be . 
aſcribed, except only the firſt of January.- Which by Computation 
' amounts-to a Million” and Eight Hundred Tweaty five Rig 
Thouſand; *- 
To- animadvert on -Dodwels Diſſertation, is not neceſſary ; : 
- in regard the Confi gay np laid down in the Tenth Sefion, A 
with whar' is here added, I ſuppoſe ſufficient. If any deſire 
further SatisfaQion, I muſt refer them to ſuch Authors; as 
have induſtriouſly anſwered him. As ' Morſr, Faquelot,, in 
| Frenchy Diſſertation, 4+. c. 5. in the general. - Pagizs in- Criti- 2, 
"| ca Baroniaza, frequently in ſeveral Places. Afabellonins '5n | 
Trinere Italico. © And the Notes of ſeveral on LaG@antius de- 
mortibus Perſecutorum. But eſpecially, Theodor. Ruinartius-in 
Pr afatione ad ata Martyrum, moſt particularly. 
To-conclude this Diſcourſe of the Primitive Perſecutions” 
I ſhall likewiſe refer the Reader to ſuch as have more largely* 
created thereof, beſides thoſk formerly mention'd.* Lattaritius' b3 
de mortibus- Perſecutorum cum notls Variorum. Ultraje&ti, 1693; 
890. Meifuerus de Perſecutionibus & Martyriis Cbriſtianorum Ve-" 
terum, - Witteb:" 1654. 4to. © Gerbardi Voſis Commentarius in* | : 
Epiſt. Plinii @ edifta, Cxi. R. Adverſus Chriftianos,  Amſterd.* 
1654. . Chriſt. Cortholtius de Peiſecutionibus Ectleſie Primitive. 
: — ſub Tmpp.'. Ethnicis, -deque "veterum Chriftianorum Cruciatibus.' 
> Jenz. 560. 890, A Table of whoſe "ſeveral forts of Tor- 
ments, may ms: be ſeen in Fox's RE nas 
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We ſhall 1 gow proceed; to confirm our Opinion, by pro- 
ducing undeniable Teſtimonies, from approved Ancient An- 
thors,. ſuch F cpaially: "as WII | HR" for the wo es 
agat | 
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 -againlf the Gertiles, Where they plead for thoſe of for 


mer Apes, as wett as their own; and in alt places, as wel 


as where they lived; though eſpecially where. their Enemies. 


endeavoured to defame their Holy Profeſſion. - 
1. Minitius Felix, who flouriſhed as Dodwel thinks: about 
the end of 24. A4ntaninus's Reign; but. Bellarmine, under Mex. 


Severus, or about A. D- 206. And Baldww yet later. © Flow: 


ever Cecilwes the Heathen Objets, Cur ' occultare & abſcondere,, 
quicguid - illud colunt, magnopere nituntur ? Cum bonefta rune 
pablico. gaudeant, fcelera, fecreta fart? Cur nullas. aras | 
-Templa nylla, nulla nota /ummulach? a ? the Chriftians greatly 


endeavour to keep fecret- and hide, that t or ng. - Secmg bn- . 


neſt Things may rejoice to be Publick, but wicked Things would be 
kept ſecret? Why 'they have mo Altavs, no Temples, nor known 
Images ? To which O@avins the Chriſtian replies, by way of 


Conceſlion, think ye that we hide. that we Worſhip, if we * 


have no'Temples or Altars? What Image ſhal} I make of 
God, ſince Man is his Image ? What. Temple ſhall 1 build 
for him, ſeeing: the whole World made by him cannot con- 
tain him ? Concluding it better, He be ſet up in our Minds. 
and Hallowed in our Hearts. 

- 2. Origen, who flouriſhed by Belkarmt”s account, about the 
Year 226, in his excellent Book againſt Cel/s, .the Epicarear 
Philoſopher. Which he wrote at above ftixty Years of Age, 
as Ewſeb. faith 4. 6, c. 36." Therefore 4. D. 245. having 


been born, 185. Wherein Cel/us Objects in- the. end- of 4. 7. | 


That the Chriſtians «« drb>erme rias oyarry, x Bopiic, 2 dpen- 
ware, could not indure to fee the "Femples, Altars, and Sta- 
tues, and 1.8. p. 389, 390, and 391. of the Cambridge E- 
dition, objets the ſame. To which - Criger replies, Fhat 
the Chriftians bad -for Altars ſpiritual Minds, and Prayers 
out of @ pure Conſcience for Incenſe. For Statues, the Image 
of God their Maker ; and Temples agreeable to theſe; Holy 
Bodies, and the-moſt excellent Temple of all, the Body of 
Chriſt, Fobr'2. 19,22. 1 Pet. 2.5. - Iſa. 54-11, 12. Not re- 
garding liveleſs and ſenſleſs Temples, which ſenſlefs Men ad- 
mire: Becauſe taught to ſhun thoſe counterfeir Religious, 
which -make. all thoſe -impious, that depart from the Religi- 
| om of Jeſus Chriſt, who 7 the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
_ _ By which fome might think, Origen thonghe it unlkawfol ro 
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Series of his. Diſcourſe ſhews : But that whereſvever Righte- 
ous Perſons. are found, that. offer up Vows and Prayers to. 
God from a pure Mind: and Canſcience, there. Gdd is' wor= 
ſhipped after the beſt Manner,” whether within: a Temple,-or _ 
without, elſewhere,- And. Z#.. Giraldvs in's Hiſt. 
Si on this as a _ Difecourſe ar maker 
rigen.. For, whereas the Pagans t ' they perias A 
reat.. piece of. Service and Worlthip to __ building 
emples to him : This Origen oppoſeth, becanſta Vemple- is; 
a ſenſleſs or a liveleſs Thing, and Contributes' nothing to. 
the pleaſing of God in his Worſhip: Our Saviour andhis A-- 
poſtles, having. by Word and Prayers, worſhippe& God as; 
acceptably often in the open Air, as. in the Temple: of Jo 
yruſalem. So that hitherto the Chriftians' had no. Publick' Pla» 
on of Worſhip, but only in Private, may be rationally con- 
cluded. fo Y 3, 28] 
3. Arnobirs, . who flouriſhed by Bellarmin's account about 
A... D. 285. or as other-later, brings. in the Gentijes obje&t- 
ing againſt the Chriſtians as the greateſt Crune, that they 
lad no Temples, Altars, nor lnages; and anſwers, not by - 
denial, but granting what they aid ; and -for Temples, As 
Cujus reb neceſſitatem, ant dicitis efſe confirutia, aut eſſe nurſus: 
adificanda cenſetis* What Neceſſity think you doth- urge Aﬀex to. 
build: them, or after they are pulled down, to. repair and reſtore 
- thens? See his /Reaſans for the Chriſtians fordearing to build 
' theny Temples, 1. 6. He ſhews that Temples were not -necef.. - 
 fary, though convenient for their Religion. Therefore when 
they. had Liberty, they built them_Oratories, in- the Third 
Century, which were now demoliſhed by Dieclz/aar. - For the 
Chriſtians in all Times, aud Places of the Empire, under- 
ſtead: very well, -that it was in. the-Emperors Power to putt 
down, whatſoever they Built,” whenſoeverthey pleaſed. - And 
therefore if. their Religion depended an Temples or. Stru- 
tures ( as the Religion of the Heather did; who: as LaGant. 
faith 4, 5. c. 19. found it alb there, and left-it. there) they 
had been in an yl Caſe. If they have bat aPrivate Houſe, or 
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| Room, as our' Saviour when 'he- inſtituted the Sacraricht ut G, 
. His" Body and- Bipod,- or the Diſciples met in at Troas, their” 
| Service is/as acceptable to God, as if performed in a Temple + 
as glorious as Solomons. And this is the meaning of Arnobi- - 
* 4s, when he faith, Neque edes ſacras "al wenerationis Officia 
extruamus, They did not build 7 emples, to perform” Off ces of* © 
Worſhip. For that God is equally ſerved,* honoured, and wor-''- - 
-- - . Jhipped, as well without Temples as. inthem : Which Cle-* 
mens Alexandrinus, Enſebins, ' Athanaſius, &C, have often aſ-' : 
ſerted and proved. | | 
- 4. Lattantins,” Arnobius's Schollar, Condemns the Gentiles 
for their Temples, Altars, and Images. Quid (3bi Templa, 
quid are wolunt ? uid denique ipfa ſimulachyg ? What means 
your Temples, Altars, and Images ? In his Tyſt#t./1. 6. c. 25. 
Non Templa li congeſtis in altitudinem ſaxis- extruenda ſunt : 
Tn ſuo cuique conſecrandus «ft petore, Temples are nor to be 
built to God, of Stones raiſed on heighth, every one ought 
to Conſecrate him.in his own Breaſt. So azain,' $i Deus now 
widetur, ergo his rebis colt debet que non 11de-1tur, © If God® be 
| | Layiſible He is to be Worſhipped with {uch Things as cannot / 1 | 
FE I | 
From theſe Ancients, it appears, the Primitive Chriſtians 
held it as a Thing indifferent, as to the acceptableneſs of 
their Worſhip to God, whether they_performed it-in Tems 
ples, or witbont : And that Gods W orſhip being meerly of * 
a ſpiritual Nature, the Place though never ſo magnificent and 
glorious, conttibuted nothing thereto : - Which was direly - 
-Oppolite to the Opinion the Heathen had_ of Temples. 'And 
Secondly, The Gentiles Objections againſt Chriſtians, ſhews 
that they had no Temples in the Days of Minutins Felix, 
and Origen. w- 
£ For we deny not, that. there were Churches-or Houſes of: EIN 
Divine Worſhip in Arncbius or Lattantivs's Time, who lived ' 
1n the endoof the Third or” beginning of the Fourth Century. - 
For they both acknowledge them, though but in- ſome Places 
(it being improbable that Chriſtians in all Plices' had*"them Y* 
> La&#an. 1. 4. mentions a Conventicle pulPd ' down, and J. 5. 
: c.'21. Of one burat in Phrygia'with all the People therein. 
- and 1. x. c.'2.:0f a Temple "of God demoliſhed: .For abot 
his Time, in the Fourth  Centory, begun the Ehriſtians-to- 
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en ce 2 CT We 
vſe the Word Temple, for the Place of Chriſtian Aſſemblies = ' 
Which formerly, to' diſtinguiſh -them from! the: Gentiles Tem- 
Ples they called,” Oratories, «Aſſemblies, Congregations, ColletFs 
- or gatherings together, Churches, and ſometimes alſo Stati- 
ons ;, as Fellarmm, and- Yedelius,, formerly- mention'> ; and 
Bauldrus nts Notes on. LaGantins, de mortibus Perſecutorum, . 
and Spanbem have -ſhewn. - - | "30 bs 4 
: Nor ſay we, that Ladantius taxed the Heathens barely for. 
( -— their Buildings ; but for their Error, in thinking, God was 
better ſerved in Temples than without : 'And' that the more 
- glorious they were, their Service wzs niore grateful to God: 
Whereas the Chriſtian Religion, tota in animo colentis eft, 15, 
all-irr the-mind of the Worſhipper.-- And-this appears all 
along-in'his Book, ]. 2, c. 6.1.5. c. 19. and: 6. c. 1.-and 
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. TY Chryſoſtom, Homil. 36- on 1 Cormth. ſaith,” That in 
the Apoſtle's Days, Houſes were Churches, meaning Private 

| Houſes no doubt. And 7fdore Peufiota his Schollar is very 
plainand poſitive, 1.2. Fpiſt. 246. That in the Time'of the 
d þ Apoſtles; - when the Church abounded with the' Graces of the 
Spirit, and- Hohnefs of Life, there were no-Femples;- though 
ours now are adorned more than is 'meet. © And- having, di- 
ſtingviſhed between #xanola and” *wexancecigror, the Church, 
and the Place, as Wvoie, and bunagigruy, the Sacrifice and A- 
tar, $an, and &AwTy'qor- the | Councel, and Place -of their 
Convention; concludes that in the Apoſtle'sT'imes 'urancs 
= 1g1e;- 5x *uv there were no Artificial- Churches? ; HAST. 
Theſe with other of- the-Ancients, are followed by many 

of the Learned in after Azes. Gerhafi the Glory of the Du- 
therans for -Leirning, c. 2. $. 9. de Ebcleſfia, faith, Ex' Aﬀis 
Apoſtolicts,, & Seriptoribus vetuſtioribus conſtat, quod Chiiſtiant-'A- 
poſtolorum tempore nondum hbabuerunt Publica Templa, -ſed in 
Privatis Domibus convene#unt; + That *tis manifeſt from the. 
AQs of the Apoſtles, and Ancient Writers, that the Chri- 
ſtians had no Publick Temples in the Apoſtles Time; but-- 

met tn Private. Houſes, {! + © 57 IE li, Vogt 48 
The Learned Jeſuit Juſtmzan; in's 'excellent"Comments-.on - 

— the Epiſtles on 1 Cor. 1+:.18., ſaith, - The Chriſtian Aſſemblies. 
were firſt in Privatis Domibas- in- Private Houſes; afterwards 
in-Oratoriis-& Eeclefsis,.in Oratories and Churches; oO 
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Ailtin ifhit Orabories from. Private Houſes, and Samy I 
as 6 they 'met very often ia Vaults, ki 
Burying-places.” Our renowned Biſhop. Pearſon - in's Com / 
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I THE: 11. 18, ſeem to take the Church for the Place, in the 

Page faith, its not certain the Apoſtle uſes them iQ. 
evo: _ 3, g that.there were any .Houſes ſet apart for 'the - 
Worthip "of God, in the Apoſtles Times, which then, could | 
de called.by the Name of Churches. 

And that the Primitive Chriſtians 'thus - contiaued, with- 
out Publick Oratories -or Churches, is concluded by Yedelin 
in 1gnat. Ultra ducentifſimum annum, mullam 'Oratoriorum 
Publicoram veſtigium apparet : That there's no footſteps in 
Antiquity of any Publick Places of Worſhip for above.the. firſt | 
Two Hundred Years after Chriſt : And upon the ſame grounds 
 Spanbemins 'in Hiſt. Seculo 24% That Templa adbuc Chriſtia- 
ns nulla, ex filentio veterum & conditione temparum liquet., &. 
That the-Chriſtians had no Tem __ in the Second .Century 
is apparent, from the Ancient Writers making. no mention \ 
of any, the Condition of thoſe Times, by Reaſon of 
Perſecution. - So alſo Cuperns in's Ep. ad P. Yoet. amongft 
the Notes on La&#antius de mortibus Per ſecutorum, : 

I "ſhall add no more Teſtimonies for this, that- the Chri- 
Rtians had not any Publick Places to aſſemble in from the 
Tunes of the Apoſtles and ever after, as our Adyerſaries af- 

; having ſhewn the Opinions of Clem. Alexandrings, Eur 
ſebius and others, concerning Temples in my firſt Diſſertati- 
on. But proceed to the Third Thing propoſed, which will 
further clear this Controverſie : In ſhewing, what Time, 
and in what kind of Places-they aſſembled, during their Per- 
pans under the Heatbens. ; 


SECT. 14 


Firſt, How careful the Primitive Chriſtians were, of keep- 
ing their Aſſemblies for the Worſhip of God, as Private as 


le; appears by their holding them frequently in the - 


poſlib 

Night, of whi we have unqueſtionable Witneſſes, Pliny 

- _  In's £&p. to Trajan, writes Se ſacrts corum nibil aliud com- 
Aerie, Juan Cars Antelucgnes, &c. That he found nothing 
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. "Recorded | in Tertulliar's Apol. c.:2;"Ewuſeh. 
_ Hiſt: 1.'3.'c.. 33. And' Hierom in Chron. '' Euf@d; Gerb. Voſ- 
fas in's Comment oh the foretnention'd Epiſtle ith, It was 
neceſſary. for. them fo [to aſſemble-in the Night, becauſe” of 
he:continusl Perſecution they were under,” Perſecutio totrs ſe 


. 


.calis thirdbit ; ut-paſſirn' neceſſe faerit conventri.noÞun., ** > 
- -j Tertullign, 1;\.2.' ad Tyxorem;,” diſfwading her from Marrying 
an Inhdel,' brings this: as one Argument, that He: wonld/not 
willingly” ſuffer her 'to [leave him/in Bed, to frequent the 
No@urnal:-Aſſemblies of. Chriſtians; if it were” needful}. 
Quis NofFarns + xo p. ſ1/ita: oportuerit,” 2 later ſuo' ex- 
i#mi;libenter. fetet? : And the Learned- Heraldds 40's Notes on 
Termllian, de: Corona. Militis, ſaith, That the'Chriftians often 
aſſembled in the Night, ſepius Notu Congregatos.' 'And' fo 
do ſeveral others.:. Whence the Learned derive'that-Cere- 
mony, of Burning; Wax Candles before the Shrines. of Saints 
.eyen in the-Day. Fime (as is.ofual-in alt the-Popiſh Coun- 
tries ) - to; Tetain thati,,Cuſtom''of the Primitive | Chriſtzahis, 
who in; Times of Perſecution: met! in the Night, and uſually 
in the Burying Places'of 'the'Dereaſted Chriftians: ; 
Secondly, Let us conſider what kind of Places, - the - Pri- 
mixive, Chriſtjaris held- their Aſſembtlies in; +for*” Worſt : 
Andiwe-ſhall find:them - the privateſt” poſſible, that : they 
might; not :be' diſcovered:; So that Celſas*p: 4, and''5; in 
Origen, makes this his very-firſt Qbje&ion againſt the Chri- 
ſtians in--general; and not of that time-only, that they held 
their Meetings,in 'Private and obſcure Places. The which. 
none. ever doubted of  or-denied, that 'are-notiftrangers 'in 
Eccleſiaſtical: Hiſtory :or; Antiquity; wherein” this is ſo fre- 
quently mentioned: OE PLE » 
Alexander Hales Writes of the whole Time in general, re- 
lated by G. Biel on the-Canon of.the Maſs,” Le. 13. Ab E- 
piſcopatu Petri Apoſtoli, uſque ad Tempus: Sybveſtri, &c. © That 
from Peter to Sylveſter. Perſecution raging;- the Epiſcopal'Sta- 
tion. of; the Biſhop of Roxie was \uncertain':7 But whereſoever 
the- preſeat” Necellity cconſtrained them to be, whether in 
Vaults\under-ground, or the —_— of Chriſtians, -of _ 
" : otner 
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by-the Pricſts to the Place,' where: | FR 
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And Hidom on 49. Chap. of Ezeliel deſcribes thaſo Veults, 
which they often made their Mectingplaces,' Dun:' 2/femi "Rk 
9a Pur, &c, When I 'was a Youth 'at Rome, '#nd\ inſtret- 
ed in. liberal Studies, it was! my Cuſtom with: others"of the © 
ſame Age and Profeſſion, on the Lords'Days to viſt the'$6- 
pulchres of the Apoſtles and Martyrs, and. dfteg'to enter: in- 
to the Vaults, which were digged deep in the Farth- wherein 
were on cach fide as we went, the Bodies of dead Men hiri- 
ed, Andall Places there were ſo Dark, that it might well be 
faid of them, ge Fn that.of the Prophet, T1 "Living 
£0 down wuito Hell rarely Light' was let in from a- 
boye, $0: qualific the horror of the Darkneſs, through: a Hole 
rather than a Window. 

And again, going on, Foot by Foot; and being compaſſed 
about with dark Night, we arc minded of that which Fiegsl 
fith, Horror ubiquc arimot, ſimul ipſa fleatsa\ terrent,” ' Horror 
on every ſide, and Silence therowithab affrights Mens Minds. 
A like Defcription of theſe Vaults where ithe.Chiſtians mer, 
we have in Prwudentins his-T 1th Hymn, in excelent Verſes, 
hut tog- many ta-he here inſerted. 
| Not that theſa: Burying-places were: pecutiaif to the Mar- 
iyrs; for other Chriſtians: were, alfo /Buried therez” though 
Bt, in | the. fame: Graves.;: tif} uhder- Chriſtian "Einperors, 
\Churches were Eredtedidin Cities, © into! which the: Matryrs 
Bodies, were pravgbt: from without, and Superſtitiun'prevail- 
ed: t@ make them the Common Buryi ny-places: Which many 
Learned Men both Papiſts and Proteſtants have written "2- 
gaint; 4nd ſhewn- how -Injuriaus'*tis: tothe Health-'of the 
Living, with many other Reaſons; but the Tyrant Ciſtom 
bath always eonquer'd the frongett Arguments, * ' 

Nor when they met in ſuch Places, was it for - their Wor- 
Supping the Reliques: of the Martyrs, as the Papifs thence 

;- But Ages their Privacy, being. remote ther 
Cities, ) far the proferring their Memories freſher in their 
Minds, -and by their Examples be excited to Conftancy* in 
the Fauh, and Suffering Martyrdom. And though Owrpbri- 


as 


ſhip its _cheſe Burlat-places3"alid; 77Afa 
came! to that at length; yet were” they” but Sarella,.:or Chap 
pels under-ground;'as. Platizs tells vs in the {Life of 'Cajix- 
tus,” who having faid he did not believe that famous and 
large” Church: which Aexander the Son of Afanmes ( who be- 
gan' his Reign, . A. D. 225. according t0' Barons) had 
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granted the Chriſtians, to be the ſame, withthat which Ca- 


lixtus was faid to have built, on the other! fide of Tr, he 
givesthis Reaſon, Cun 4 tempeſtate, ob crebras Perſecutiones, 
occulta efſent ormiia, & ſacella potivs, atque cadems abdita, & ple- 
' rumtquee ſubterranea, quem apertis im Locis @ Publicis fierent-: 
For in thoſe: Days, by Reaſon of frequent Perfeeutions, alf 
Things were carried fecretly : And they had Chappels rather, 


and thoſe hidden, and for. the moſt yart under-ground, than 


in open and publick Places. Which laſt Words are alfo re- 
cited by Pol. Firgd. If any deſire further Satisfa&tion, con- 
cerniog the Primitive Chriſtians meeting in thoſe Burial-Pla- 
ces: He may find it in Kercher's Roms fubterranen, 1. 1. C. 2. 
de Comets. qe. ; 7 
But though theſe Places after fame time, and Martyrdom 
under Nero and following Emperors, were uſed more cfpeci- 
ally by the Chriſtians, as appears by the: Edi& of Drcius,, 
Nec nſquam omnine vel vobis, vel aliis quibuſque' poteſtas erit ant 
celehrandi conventus, aut in ea que cometeria appellantur  ingredi ; 
Thus the Chriſtians in Mexandria,-and all others were pro- 
hibited their Meetings, or entering . into the Cemiteries par- 
ticularly. As alſo by the Edi& of Falevian, whereby all their 
Aſſemblies. being ſtriitly prohibited; theſg Places in ſpecial 
were forbidden.them : An@ as Gallenw ns Sor: by his Re- 
ſcript [graciouſly reſtored the Places. of Worſhip: in generat: 
So:-by another theſe Cemeteries in ſpecial, Exſeb; &7fb. 1. 7. 
| Yet: as: Neceſſity required,” by Reaſon of Perſecution, their 


Meetings:in theſe Places, being found ont and known by the 
Hteathens, they met elſewhere ſome times in; one Place, and” * 


ſome times in. another, as-in Woods, Caves, 'Monntains, &r. 
. When they: could not in Private Hauſes, that they: night not 

he difcovered. Our Learned Foley in's fifth Book” of Eccleſe 
= $. ur. hath aſhort,' but'-very comprehenſive Paſlage for 
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. The Church -of-Chriſt;( Gith He:) which was: ins Jerkſ@sx 
lem, and held that \Profeſſion,- whichhad not; tlie qidblick/ 
Allowance, and, ronntenance;of Authority,: could:n6t fo lowg 
vſe-the Exercife -of Chriſtian Religion, -but'-in; Private only.” 
And as God gave Increaſe to his Chutch; they ſought out ' 
both there, and abroad for” that Purpoſe, not the: fitteſt (for 

ſo the Times would got ſuffer them to do ) but: the fafeſt- - 
Places they cold; / Jn Proceſs| of Time, ſome whites:by Suf-" 
ferance, ſome whiles'by ſpecial Leave and Favoir, they be-. 
gan to ere to - themſelves Oratories. Thus Flary alſo.in 
his Book againſt the Arrians and Auxentius, ſpeaking of Chri- 
ſtians in the Apoſtles Days, affirms that they were, Per c#- 
nacula & ſecreta coenntes, ſuch as had their Meetings in Cham-/ 
bers, and ſecret Places. Afterwards moſt commonly ir c#4 
miteriis @ cryptis, in ſubterraneous Vaults. - And in the Time: 
of his Baniſhment warns them to whom he writes, to be- 
ware of Antichriſt, for you are unhappily taken with the 
Love of Walls, you do not well in venerating the Church of 
God for Strucures and Edifices : 1s it doubtful that. Anti- 
chriſt ſhall ſit in theſe? Aontes mili &@ fylve, @ lacus,"& 
carceres @& woragines tutiores ſunt, &c. Mountains and Woods, 
and Lakes, and ' Priſons, and Gults, are more. ſafe to” me. 
For in theſe, the Prophets either-abiding or drowned, have: 
Propheſied by the Spirit of God, - And Walafudzs Strabo ito 
the ſame Purpoſe, whoſe Words we recited in. Ninth Se&ion, 
Pape 40. | 8d 7 & 
So Polid. Virgil. a good Antiquary: in's Book de Tuventione 
rerum, 1.5. C.6. affirms that, 4 Chriſt; aſcinſu; ad Diocleſia-' 
num & Maximianum, toto fere temporss intervallo. tantum” abe- 
rat, ut aliquod templum 4 Chriſtianis, public® edificarctar 4 ut eti- 
am omnia Foo occulta” & ſacella potius, - atque etiam nbdita, 
plerumqne ſubterranea quam apertis in Locis ac Publicis. fierent;' 
That from Chriſts Aſcenſion to Divdeſtan and Maximianis ,' 
for that whole Interval -of Time almoft, the Chriſtians were. 
ſo far from building any Temple in Publick, that all ”Things 
were kept ſecret : And Chappels rather, and thoſe atfo; hid- 
den, and for the moſt part, unger-ground ,:; than: in :open 
and publick Places. Though He thinks it credible, where 
the Fury of perſecuting, Tyrants ' reached: not, the Apo- 
{tles might Conſecrate ſome Temples, as Matthew yy? o4- 
t010pia, 
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And-the Renowned. Sir #. 


" had none by reaſon of. Tyrants, ©, 5 
I might, bring in” the>Jike 1Atteſtatipns. from:.ovr- famous 

Jewel Article:3, Þ. £45: Willet's Synopſis Paprſmi,-Jixth General 

Controverſie, Queſt, 6. With ſeveral others : Bur 1 ſhall con-. 

clude all with the-Teſtimony of a;great:Hiſtorian yer .tiving 

(of -whoſe Atquaintance: aud Friendſhip. E have'the: Honour” 

- to: partake) , 14; Pr.-Spanbem 'the Hotwrary - Profeſior at 

Leyden,” who. its: earned and uſeful Ecclehiaſieal Hiſt: of the = 

New Teſtament - faith,;;;Loca; SaFronum; Conventuum fuere ſu: 

culo ſecundo,-partim edes_ privvatoriem; canacula, balaea, : porti- | 

cus; 5typte, loa abdita'; Parting, cameteria Jeu Sefyvichreta; Mar- 

tyrum: ad que Conventus tndicerent, |xdlo accendenidog bis conſtan- 

tig exemplis.. The Places ofthe Chriſtians; Meetings. in-thie- 

Second Century, were partly Private 'Honſes,, Dining Rooms,” 

Baths, Galleries, Vaults,; and ſecret Places : Partly Burial. * 


Placgs.. 


.Seiden and others. : 1! ep WIGS EGO A 12s 
That. Churches are frequently mentioned m this Ape, is 


manifeſt, Perſecution then for- the maſt- Part raging. All 


though under #. Severus, the Philips, and Gallienus, greater 
Liberty was. given for Chriſtian Aſinblies, Henee We can - 


clude, the Chriftians- yes had,.no Temples. Thoſe” Tempivs; 

Eitles, and iSacerdotal: Rites of Conſteration, mentioned* by 
ZRaromes, Ciaconns, Fr. Biuarins, and others; are all taken 
" framithe Apocryphal Decretals, the Lives of the- Popes, and> 
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HE Fountaiwiof Life nd. -or #/Diſhtey'of Chit i. 
his Eſſential and.- rorial Glory, containing Forty. 


Treo: Sertons on. variabs Texts, - Wherein' the 11 —_ 
of our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt is orderly unfolded 

was begun, carried vi; atid finiſhed by- - lis! Coveriant Tas. 
5tion;/ myſterious: Incarnation; folems-Calt 'afd-Dediextion, . 
bleſſed Offices, deep Abafement and Supereminent” Advances. 
ment. - 

A Treatiſe of the Soul of Man, wherein theDivirie Origie- 
nal, excellent and immortal Nature of the Sonl are opened ;, 
its Love and Inciifation-to the Body, wth the nedeliey of its. 
Separation from-it, colſider*dadd\lmproved©*! "ThcFxiffenice, , 
Operations and States of ſeparated Souls both in Hetyer I 

C1 4 
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Te ew ROW: 

appAy 3A x TG? 
Navigatic Bs \fr $ camen, 

conliſting-0 pps ſervations,” 


profitable A 2 ras es ſerious Reflections, all concluded. 
with ſo many ſpiritual Poems,” &c- X arch, 

Two. Treatiſes, .the'firſt'« of Fear, the ſecond The. Righteous 
Mans Refuge'in the Evil Day. 2: 

A-Saint indeed, the-great Work of a Chriſtian. ©” 

"& Touchſtone of Sinceri y,, or Signs of Grace, and Symp- | 
toms of Hypocriſie, being the ſecond Fart of the Saint indeed. 

A Token tor Mounners, orhoQadgies for Sorrow for the | 
Death 6 Friends, -- . 

Husbindry Tpiritualizd :/Or the: Heavenly aſe of Earthly 
Thirygs. ' All theſe Ten; by*Mr.-,Jobr Flapel.-: 

A Funeral Sermon : on the Death of that Picus Geiitlewo-. 


-man Mrs. Judith Hammond, late Wife of the Reverend Mr, 


George Hammond, : Nigiſter of the. Goſþebim Zondor 1! © 71 
Ot Thoughttuineſs for the Morrow./ With an! Appendix f 
concerning the Immoderme Deſire ofgpreknowing T kings to 
come... - 
-:Of Charity in I ev to other Mens Sins. :+ 110-56] 
The Redeemer's Tears wept over, loft: Souls, :in!'a: Treatiſe 
on Like I 9. 41, 42. With an Appendix, wherein: fomewhat 
is occaſionally Diſcourſed concerning the Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, and. how' God is faid to! Wil the Salvation of them : 
that Periſh, 3 | 
A Sermon direQting what we are - db after - tric Enhui- 
ry whether or 00f We. truly; Love _ Theſe: TRSER Mrs 
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